

Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney speaks during a campaign stop at LeClaire Manufacturing on Wednesday, Aug. 22,2012, 
in Bettendorf, Iowa 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 


By THOMAS BEAUMONT 
Associated Press 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — This is 
the convention prelude of 
the Republicans’ dreams 
— their nightmares, that is. 
Mitt Romney wanted to 
preside over a made-for-TV 
gathering showcasing his 
economic credentials and 
GOP unity. Instead, he’s 
heading to Tampa with the 
national debate focused 
on rape and abortion and 
with the divisions within his 
party — and with running 
mate Paul Ryan — on full 
display. 

“It’s a huge distraction,” 
Saul Anuzis, a RNC mem¬ 
ber from Michigan and a 
top Romney backer, said 


of the emotional quarreling 
touched off by embattled 
Missouri Rep. Todd Akin ear¬ 
lier this week. “We should 
be talking about the econ¬ 
omy and here we are con¬ 
sumed by these side issues.” 
Even the weather is threat¬ 
ening to spoil Romney’s 
party. As Wednesday’s rain 
pounded the arena and 
hotel complex where the 
convention is scheduled for 
next week, Anuzis lament¬ 
ed the tropical storm churn¬ 
ing toward Florida, saying 
that “it could cause havoc; 
it could be a chaotic situ¬ 
ation from a transportation 
and security standpoint." 

All this as a new Associated 
Press-GfK poll showed a 


neck-and-neck race be¬ 
tween Romney and Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama just 
over two months before 
the election. Some 47 per¬ 
cent of registered voters 
say they plan to vote for 
Obama, while 46 percent 
favor Romney. That's virtu¬ 
ally the same as last month 
— and evidence that Rom¬ 
ney didn’t get a bounce 
of support by choosing 
Ryan as his vice presiden¬ 
tial nominee. Romney 
and Ryan sought to gain 
ground Wednesday with 
fresh criticism of Obama 
on health care in separate 
rallies and with a new TV 
ad. But Republican trou¬ 
bles persisted, just as the 


party had seemed to be 
moving past deep divisions 
between its establishment 
and conservative wings in 
the name of rallying behind 
its presidential nominee 
and beating Obama. 
Instead, the ticket found 
itself still overshadowed by 
the uproar over Akin’s refus¬ 
al to drop out of his Senate 
race after causing a stir by 
saying that women’s bod¬ 
ies have ways of prevent¬ 
ing pregnancies in cases 
of “legitimate rape." He 
has apologized repeatedly 
and has said he misspoke, 
but he also has bucked 
calls from top Republicans 
— including Romney and 
Ryan — to abandon his bid. 


“It’s bad timing. Akin hap¬ 
pening now sort of ampli¬ 
fies the whole thing,” Char¬ 
lie Black, a veteran GOP 
presidential campaign 
strategist and informal 
Romney adviser, said, re¬ 
ferring to distractions from 
the campaign's economic 
message. Romney spokes¬ 
man Kevin Madden tried 
putting the matter to rest 
during a campaign stop 
in Arkansas, telling report¬ 
ers he did not expect the 
presumptive nominee to 
address Akin's comments 
further. “We said what we 
needed to say," Madden 
told reporters. 

Continued on Page 4 
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South Africa’s President Jacob Zuma, second from left, address 
striking mine workers at the Lonmin mine near Rustenburg, South 
Africa, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012. Demands for higher wages 
spread to at least two other platinum mines in South Africa and 
raise fears instability could spread to more of the country’s mines 
that provide 75 percent of the world’s supply of the precious 
metal. South Africa’s miningweb.co.za Web site calls it “a pos¬ 
sibly ominous development.” A 12-day strike at the Lonmin PLC 
mine resulted in police killing 34 striking miners and wounding 
another 78 last week. 

(AP Photo/Themba Hadebe) 

Higher wage demands spread 
to other South African mines 


MICHELLE FAUL 
THOMAS PHAKANE 
Associated Press 
MARIKANA, South Af¬ 
rica (AP) — South African 
President Jacob Zuma on 
Wednesday told striking 
miners the nation’s lead¬ 
ers are mourning with them 
but he refused their request 
that he visit the dusty site 
where police killed 34 strik¬ 
ers and wounded another 
78. The killings have caused 
outrage and eroded sup¬ 
port for the party that 
brought down apartheid 
and has governed for the 
nearly two decades. 

Zuma came to this mining 
town northwest of Johan¬ 
nesburg as demands for 
higher wages spread to 
at least two other mines, 
raising fears the instability 
could inflame protests at 
more of the South African 
mines that provide 75 per¬ 
cent of the world’s plati¬ 
num. South Africa’s minin- 
gweb.com Web site calls it 
“a possibly ominous devel¬ 
opment" that could have 
a “devastating effect on 
the South African econo¬ 
my" since metals and min¬ 
erals sales provide such a 
large part of the country’s 
export income. “What has 
happened is very painful. 
We cry with you, all of us,” 
Zuma told miners in his na¬ 
tive Zulu. 


There was none of the 
usual applause or ululating 
that normally greets Zuma. 
The hundreds of miners and 
community members were 
near-sullen. When Zuma 
told them he had come to 
Lonmin PLC mine in Marika- 
na the day after last Thurs¬ 
day’s killings, some people 
shouted “You're lying!" 
Zuma had rushed back 
home from a regional sum¬ 
mit in neighboring Mozam¬ 
bique and flown straight 
to the area, but he visited 
only with wounded miners. 
Those who have continued 
to strike have been angry 
that he did not come to 
address them until a week 
later. Strike leaders asked 
Zuma to visit the nearby 
site of the shootings, but 
he failed to visit the dusty 
bush site that miners are 
sanctifying like the scene 
of a martyr's death. When 
the presidential cavalcade 
left, workers followed its 
clouds of dust, expecting 
Zuma to stop at the site 
where hundreds more min¬ 
ers had gathered. But the 
convoy just drove past. 
Strikers also asked Zuma 
if the 256 strikers arrested 
on a range of charges 
from public violence to 
murder could be released 
temporarily from jail to at¬ 
tend memorial services 
programmed Thursday. □ 


Egypt’s Islamist president to visit the US next month 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s Is¬ 
lamist president will visit the 
United States next month, 
an aide said Wednesday. 
The visit could serve as a 
step toward cementing 
Egypt's longtime alliance 
with the U.S. 

It will be Mohammed Mor- 
si’s first trip to the U.S. since 
taking office June 30 but 
not his first American expe¬ 
rience. He received a doc¬ 
torate in engineering from 
the University of Southern 
California in 1982. 

Moving to reshape the for¬ 
mer regime’s foreign policy, 
which many Egyptians see 
as too pro-Western, Morsi 
chose to visit Saudi Arabia 
as his first trip outside the 
country as president, fol¬ 
lowed by a visit to Ethiopia. 
He is also planning a trip to 


China and Iran. 

Presidential spokesman 
Yasser Ali told reporters that 
Morsi's three-day visit to the 
U.S. will begin Sept. 23. It will 
include stops in Washington 
and New York, where he 
will attend the U.N. General 
Assembly session. 

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest would not say 
Wednesday whether Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama will 
meet Morsi. 

The Brotherhood has been 
trying to counter concerns 
in Washington, sending 
delegations to the U.S. to 
argue that it is a moderate 
Islamist group with no anti- 
American agenda. 

U.S. officials recently 
pledged additional foreign 
aid to Egypt, a gesture to¬ 
ward maintaining close ties. 


The U.S. has been giving 
Egypt about $1 billion a 
year in military aid for more 
than three decades. 
China's Foreign Ministry said 
Morsi would make a state 
visit there Aug. 28-30. China 
is a key potential partner for 
trade and aid. From there 
Morsi travels to Iran. 

Morsi’s trip to Iran, where 
he will attend the summit 
of the Non-Aligned Move¬ 
ment, will be the first by an 
Egyptian president in de¬ 
cades. After Iran's Islamic 
Revolution in 1979, Tehran 
distanced itself from Egypt 
over its close ties with the 
U.S. and its peace treaty 
with Israel. For years, Iran 
and Egypt have had low- 
level diplomatic represen¬ 
tations, handling contacts 
through interest sections.^ 


Hong Kong welcomes home 
sailors arrested in island row 



Supporters wave Chinese national flags and Taiwan flags to greet 
Chinese activists deported back from Japan after their fishing 
vessel “Kai Fung No.2” docked in Hong Kong Wednesday, Aug. 
22, 2012. A group of Hong Kong activists deported from Japan 
after landing on disputed islands in the East China Sea returned 
home in their fishing boat to a hero’s welcome. The seven activ¬ 
ists who returned Wednesday were part of a 14-person group 
that evaded the Japanese Coast Guard to reach the islands a 
week ago. Their arrest and expulsion inflamed anti-Japan sen¬ 
timent in China. The other seven were sent back by plane on 
Friday. 

(AP Photo/Kin Cheung) 


KELVIN CHAN 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong gave a hero’s wel¬ 
come home Wednesday 
to activists who landed on 
disputed islands and whose 
video of their scuffles with 
Japanese police will likely 
aggravate nationalist ten¬ 
sions further. 

The seven activists were 
part of a 14-person group 
that managed to evade 
the Japanese Coast Guard 
in a rusty fishing boat to 
reach the islands a week 
ago. The group included 
two reporters from Phoenix 
TV, which broadcast video 
for the first time of the activ¬ 
ists’ desperate confronta¬ 
tion with Japanese officers 
as they landed on the bar¬ 
ren islands. 

Known as Senkaku in Ja¬ 
pan and Diaoyu in China, 
the islands are surrounded 
by rich fishing grounds and 
may also be near under¬ 
water natural gas depos¬ 
its. They're controlled by 
Japan but also claimed by 
China and Taiwan. 

In the video, six of the ac¬ 
tivists are seen clambering 
over the rocky shoreline. 
The group wades ashore, 
advancing toward several 
dozen Japanese police 


officers wearing riof gear. 
One of fhem waves Chi¬ 
na’s national flag as fhe 
officers watch. But as they 
try to go further, the police 
block the way. Two of them 
make a run for it but are 
tackled by the officers. 

The whole group was ar¬ 
rested and quickly ex¬ 
pelled from Japan in a 
move seen as an attempt 
to soothe tensions. But anti- 
Japan sentiment flared up 


anyway in China, where 
thousands protested last 
weekend in 10 cities, with 
some carrying banners de¬ 
manding Japan give up 
the islands. 

The activists’ battered boat 
was greeted by throngs of 
supporters as it arrived on 
Hong Kong's waterfront, 
where it was also wel¬ 
comed by the other half of 
the group who returned by 
plane earlier. □ 
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Britons shrug off nude photos of UK’s Prince Harry 


JILL LAWLESS 
RAPHAEL SATTER 
LONDON (AP) — Britain’s 
Prince Harry has been 
caught on camera doing 
something embarrassing — 
again. 

Celebrity gossip website 
TMZ on Tuesday posted 
photos of the 27-year-old 
royal cavorting nude with 
an unidentified woman in 
a VIP suite in Las Vegas. 
It’s hardly the first time the 
prince — who allegedly dis¬ 
robed as part of a game 
of strip pool — has been 
filmed in a compromising 
situation. The third-in-line to 
the throne was famously 
photographed wearing a 
Nazi uniform for a costume 
party, and in another photo 
gaffe he was seen cupping 
the breast of a female TV 
presenter. Some would ar¬ 
gue footage in which he 
was heard to utter a racial 
slur while teasing a fellow 
army cadet from Pakistan 
was more serious. 


If the reaction of Britons to 
Harry's Las Vegas adven¬ 
ture was anything to go 
by, the nude photos will do 
little to tarnish his generally 
positive, party-prince im¬ 
age. The Associated Press 
asked an assortment of 
royal watchers and British 
subjects about what they 
thought about the prince’s 
naked romp. 

DID HARRY DO ANYTHING 
WRONG? 

Jim Conlon, a 60-year-old 
construction worker: “The 
answer to that is categori¬ 
cally NO.” Conlon, who was 
unloading bags of material 
from a car, seemed genu¬ 
inely offended by the very 
question. “I'd be proud of 
him if he were my son,” he 
said. 

Conlon’s opinion was typi¬ 
cal of a country where 
thousands of streets and 
pubs are named for the 
royal family. Polls published 
earlier this year showed 


support for the monarchy 
at an all-time high, perhaps 
buoyed by the celebrations 
surrounding Queen Eliza¬ 
beth M’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations marking her 60 
years on the throne. 
Interviews with Londoners 
up and down the capi¬ 
tal’s Prince of Wales Road 


yielded few critics of Harry’s 
antics.Craig Martin, 38, an¬ 
other construction worker: 
“He's the prince. He can 
have any bird he wants!” 
Down the road, caregiver 
Shirley Ashard laughed at 
the news of Harry's naked 
adventure, dismissing ques¬ 
tions about the propriety of 


running around a plush ho¬ 
tel room in the buff with a 
boys-will-be-boys shrug. 
“I've got kids. They do things 
like that," the 59-year-old 
said. “He's a lad, for God’s 
sake.” 

WILL HARRY’S ROMP HARM 
THE IMAGE OF THE PRINCE, 
OR THE ROYAL FAMILY? 

Hanad Darwish, a 19-year- 
old student from Birming¬ 
ham, worried about what 
Harry's hijinks said about his 
judgment. 

“It is a little immature and 
gives the royals a bad im¬ 
age," he said. 

But Ingrid Seward, editor-in- 
chief of Majesty magazine, 
said it wasn’t likely that Har¬ 
ry’s reputation would suffer. 
Seward said his party-boy 
image was part of his ap¬ 
proachable, normal per¬ 
sona. 

“Of course it’s stupid, but it 
doesn't make people dis¬ 
like him — quite the oppo¬ 
site," she said. □ 



Britain’s Prince Harry and Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, 
together in London. Celebrity gossip website TMZ on Tuesday 
posted photos of the 27-year-old Prince Harry cavorting nude 
with an unidentified woman in a VIP suite in Las Vegas. 

(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel) 
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US Coast Guard reopens Mississippi River 


US Briefs 


Obama Facebook 
threat earns U.S. 
student probation 

MIAMI (AP) — A Florida 
man has been sentenced 
to three years’ probation 
for posting threats against 
President Barack Obama 
on Facebook. U.S. District 
Judge Marcia Cooke ruled 
Wednesday that 21-year- 
old Joaquin Serrapio had 
acted wrongly but there 
was no evidence he in¬ 
tended to carry out the 
threats. Serrapio pleaded 
guilty in May to threat¬ 
ening to kill or harm the 
president. One post threat¬ 
ened to put a bullet in the 
president’s head. Another 
asked for help with a presi¬ 
dential assassination. The 
threats were posted in Feb¬ 
ruary to coincide with a 
speech Obama gave at 
the University of Miami. Ser¬ 
rapio wrote a letter of apol¬ 
ogy to Obama, calling his 
actions “childishly stupid.” 
The judge ordered Serra¬ 
pio to post a Facebook 
message explaining what 
happenedO 


HOLBROOK MOHR 
Associated Press 
GREENVILLE, Mississippi (AP) 
— Authorities reopened the 
Mississippi River to some 
boat traffic Wednesday, 
hours after freeing a barge 
that ran aground in dan¬ 
gerously low waters caused 
by an extensive drought. 

A trickle of barges had be¬ 
gun heading north as of 
late afternoon, but clear¬ 
ing all 33 northbound tows 
and 72 southbound barge 
strings was going to be a 
slow process, said Coast 
Guard Petty Officer Ryan 
Tippets. 

Southbound barges were 
expected to begin moving 
overnight, said Lt. Cmdr. 
Rebecca Walthour. A safe¬ 
ty zone remained in effect 
along the 11-mile (17-kilo¬ 
meter) stretch of river that 
first reopened late Tues¬ 
day after dredges cleared 
enough mud to make a 
passable channel. 
Thirty-three vessels had 
made it through the chan¬ 
nel before the barge 
went aground near dawn 
Wednesday, Tippets said. 
The river has closed sev¬ 


eral times this month, most 
recently on Monday, and 
low-water conditions are 
expected to affect the flow 
of cargo from the nation’s 
heartland until October. In 
addition to the river clos¬ 
ings, port operations along 
the river in Missouri, Tennes¬ 
see, Arkansas and Mississip¬ 
pi have been closed while 
the Army Corps works to 
dredge channels. 


Aboard the Dredge Jad- 
win near Greenville, assis¬ 
tant master Chuck Ashley 
and his crew were working 
to create a channel north 
of where the barge went 
aground. 

By Saturday, they hoped to 
move to the exact place 
where the vessel got stuck, 
which Coast Guard officials 
say has been a repeat trou¬ 
ble spot during low-water 


occurrences. 

“We’re working it just as fast 
as we can to get this thing 
opened up,” Ashley said. 
Capt. William Drelling didn’t 
have a precise count of 
how many vessels have 
gone aground during the 
latest drought, but said it 
has been “far more than 
normal.” 

Improvements in barge 
construction over the years 

— including double hulls 

— have helped to prevent 
cargo spillage when barges 
do go aground, he added. 
Once channels are cleared 
in the Greenville area, the 
Coast Guard will stagger 
traffic, with southbound ves¬ 
sels moving during the day¬ 
light hours and northbound 
traffic — typically lighter 
this time of year — moving 
at night, Tippets said. It's a 
system the Coast Guard 
used in the Natchez, Mis¬ 
sissippi, area in 2011 when 
the river's record flood 
spawned extreme currents 
that threatened to push 
towboats and barges out 
of the main channel and 
into bridges and levees.Q 



Several hundred feet of sandbar can be seen north of the 
Mississippi River bridge in Greenville, Miss., Wednesday, Aug. 
22, 2012. The Dredge Jadwin, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
vessel is clearing out some of the silt and left over mud and 
debris from last year's record flood on the Mississippi River and 
cutting a deeper channel for barges and their towboats to 
navigate north of Greenville. Coast Guard Capt. William Drelling 
said Wednesday that authorities would inspect the channel near 
Greenville, then reset navigation buoys allowing barge traffic to 
resume on a limited basis as both federal agencies deal with 
the continued drought that has lowered the Mississippi River. 

(AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis) 


Activists question plan to ship plutonium 


Dad confesses 
to bridge death 

NEW BRUNSWICK, New 
Jersey (AP) — Prosecu¬ 
tors say a New Jersey man 
accused of throwing his 
3-month-old daughter off 
a bridge repeatedly con¬ 
fessed to investigators. 
In opening statements 
Wednesday, prosecutors 
said Shamsid-Din Abdur- 
Raheem’s words will help 
show he’s guilty of murder. 
But The Star-Ledger reports 
that defense lawyers told 
jurors they'll prove there’s 
reasonable doubt. Abdur- 
Raheem’s charged in the 
death of Zara Malani-lin 
Abdur-Raheem, who alleg¬ 
edly was abducted from 
her grandmother’s East 
Orange apartment in 2010 
while the baby’s mother 
was in court seeking a re¬ 
straining order. Authorities 
say Abdur-Raheem parked 
on the Driscoll Bridge on 
the Garden State Parkway 
and threw the girl into the 
Raritan River. Her body 
was discovered about two 
months later. □ 


JERI CLAUSING 
Associated Press 
LOS ALAMOS, New Mexico 
(AP) — Nuclear watchdogs 
are fighting a proposal to 
ship tons of plutonium to 
New Mexico, including the 
cores of nuclear warheads 
that would be dismantled 
at an aging and structurally 
questionable lab atop an 
earthquake fault zone. 
Opponents voiced their op¬ 
position at a series of public 
hearings that opened this 
week on the best way to 
dispose of the radioactive 
material as the federal gov¬ 
ernment works to reduce 
the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

The Department of Energy 
is studying alternatives for 
disposing of plutonium in 
light of federal budget cuts 
that have derailed plans 
for new multi-billion-dollar 
facilities at the Savannah 
River Site in South Carolina. 
The preferred plan under 
consideration calls for the 
shipment of 7.1 metric tons 
of so-called pits — or cores 
— of an undisclosed num¬ 


ber of nuclear warheads 
now stored at the Pantex 
plant in West Texas to Los 
Alamos National Labora¬ 
tory in New Mexico and 
the Savannah River Site for 
disarmament and process¬ 
ing into fuel for commercial 
nuclear reactors. 

The plan also calls for an¬ 
other 6 tons of surplus plu¬ 
tonium to be buried at the 
Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
in Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
That proposal has raised 
concerns about whether 
that waste would take up 
space needed for dispos¬ 
ing of thousands of barrels 
of low-level radioactive 
waste that have been sit¬ 
ting for years above ground 
at a Los Alamos dump. 
Potential threats from that 
waste drew attention when 
a massive wildfire lapped 
at lab property in 2011. 
During the initial hearing 
Tuesday in Los Alamos, ac¬ 
tivists questioned the safety 
of bringing more plutonium 
to the 1970s-era Los Alamos 
lab known as PF-4. A fed- 



Nuclear watchdog Greg 
Mello, executive director of 
the Los Alamos Study Group, 
testifies against a proposal to 
ship tons of plutonium, includ¬ 
ing the cores of nuclear war¬ 
heads that would be disman¬ 
tled at an aging and structur¬ 
ally questionable lab atop an 
earthquake fault zone, to a 
facility at Los Alamos Nation¬ 
al Laboratory in Los Alamos, 
N.M. 

(AP Photo/Jeri Clausing) 

eral oversight board has 
said the facility remains 
structurally unable to with¬ 
stand a major earthquake. 
The lab was built over fault 
lines that were later found 
to have the potential for 


more severe earthquakes 
than previously thought. 
Additionally, the Defense 
Nuclear Safety Facilities 
Board recently said officials 
had significantly underesti¬ 
mated how much radiation 
would be released if there 
were a major earthquake 
and fire at Los Alamos. 
Activist Greg Mello, execu¬ 
tive director of the Los Ala¬ 
mos Study Group, said he 
couldn’t understand why 
using the lab was a pre¬ 
ferred option “when these 
very basic problems have 
not been resolved.” 

“We are talking about a 
very large new mission, a 
type of mission for which 
this building was not de¬ 
signed,” he said during the 
hearing. 

Mello said the government 
should simply look at ways 
to safely bury the pluto¬ 
nium. 

David Clark, a chemist and 
plutonium expert at the 
lab, countered that the fa¬ 
cility is ideally suited for the 
project. □ 
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Jeffrey Dahmer’s childhood home for sale 


BATH, Ohio (AP) — The 
childhood home of serial 
killer Jeffrey Dahmer is for 
sale in northern Ohio. 

The three-bedroom, 

2,1 70-square-foot 
(202-square-meter) home 
on a private wooded lot in 
Bath, near Akron, was the 
site of Dahmer’s first mur¬ 
der, in 1978. He moved to 
Wisconsin in 1982 and went 
on to kill 16 more people 
before his crimes were dis¬ 
covered in 1991. He was 
killed in prison in 1994 by a 
fellow inmate. 

Dahmer’s parents bought 
the house in 1968, when he 
was 8. 

The current owner is musi¬ 
cian Chris Butler, who was 
a founding member of the 
1980s band The Waitresses. 
He told The Akron Beacon 
Journal that he listed the 
house because he no lon¬ 
ger has reason to spend 
much time in the area. The 
asking price is $329,000. 

Fort Hood 


Butler said his real estate 
agent vets potential buyers 
to weed out curiosity seek¬ 
ers. He believes the right 
buyer will be someone who 
appreciates the home’s 
1950’s vintage style. 

“You’ve gotta kind of get 
past the horror factor,” he 
said. 

Butler said he bought the 


house in 2005 when he 
was living in New York but 
spending a lot of time here 
as part of another band. His 
mother was also living here 
at the time but has since 
died, he said. 

The ranch-style house was 
built in 1952, and a year 
later it was featured in the 
Beacon Journal for its mod¬ 


ern style, open layout and 
floor-to-ceiling windows 
that provided views of the 
wooded hillside. 

Butler said he was drawn 
to the house by its ‘50s style 
and big, wooded lot. He 
said it was perfect for his 
collections of midcentury 
modern furniture and British 
Invasion music equipment, 
and it was an ideal place 
for him and his band mates 
to make music without dis¬ 
turbing the neighbors. 

Still, he couldn’t understand 
at first why the house had 
been on the market for 
six months at a price that 
seemed low for the neigh¬ 
borhood. Then his agent 
called to disclose the 
home’s infamous history. 

“I didn’t stop shaking for an¬ 
other 24 hours,” he said. 

He decided to buy it any¬ 
way and hasn't been sorry. 
“I love, love, love the place, 
but I just don't get back 
there that often,” he said. □ 



The West Bath Road childhood home of Jeffrey Dahmer is on the 
market to be sold again on Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012 in Bath Twp., 

Ohio, The home is currently owned by musician Chris Butler. 

(AP Photo/Paul Tople) 

suspect’s beard disrupts court 


ANGELA K. BROWN 
Associated Press 
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) 
— A judge has the right to 
order an Army psychiatrist 
charged in the 2009 Fort 
Hood shooting rampage 
to be forcibly shaved of his 
beard before his murder tri¬ 
al, military attorneys told an 
appeals court Wednesday. 
The attorneys, in a docu¬ 
ment filed on behalf of Col. 
Gregory Gross, contend 
that forcibly shaving Maj. 
Nidal Hasan would not vi¬ 
olate the American-born 
Muslim's religious freedoms 
and said it is similar to “and 
no more invasive than” a 
judge’s right to restrain a 
defendant who is disruptive 
during a court-martial. 
“Forced shaving is not a 
novel concept in the mili¬ 
tary," military attorneys said 
in the judge's response filed 


with the U.S. Court of Ap¬ 
peals for the Armed Forces. 
“Army regulations expressly 
authorize nonconsensual 
haircutting and face-shav¬ 
ing for recalcitrant incar¬ 
cerated soldiers. ... If the 
judge has authority to bind 
and gag a disruptive ac¬ 
cused (soldier), then cer¬ 
tainly he has authority to 
forcibly shave (Hasan).” 
Last week that appeals 
court delayed Hasan’s 
court-martial, which had 
been set to start earlier this 
week with jury selection, 
while it considers his appeal 
to being forcibly shaved. 
Now that the judge has 
responded, the court can 
make a decision or choose 
to hear oral arguments in 
the case first. 

Hasan has grown a beard 
to express his Muslim faith. 
His defense attorneys have 


said he won’t shave since 
he's had a premonition 
that his death is imminent, 
and he doesn’t want to die 
without a beard because 
he believes not having one 
is a sin. Hasan faces the 
death penalty or life in pris¬ 
on without parole if convict¬ 
ed in the November 2009 
attack on the Texas Army 
post that killed 13 people 
and wounded more than 
two dozen others. Gross has 
banned Hasan from court¬ 
room hearings since he first 
showed up in court in June 
with a beard, letting him 
watch the proceedings on 
a closed-circuit television in 
a nearby room. But Gross 
said Hasan will be forcibly 
shaved before the trial if he 
doesn’t shave himself. 

The judge has said he wants 
Hasan in attendance dur¬ 
ing the court-martial to pre¬ 


vent a possible appeal on 
the issue if he is convicted. 
The government does not 
believe that Hasan's beard 
is based on a sincerely held 
religious belief, prosecutors 
have said. 

Even so. Gross' response 
also told the appeals court 
that his order does not 
violate Hasan’s religious 
freedoms. Military courts 
have granted exceptions 
to certain rules because 
of religious grounds, such 
as allowing a Jewish sol¬ 
dier to wear a yarmulke, 
but Hasan shouldn’t be al¬ 
lowed to keep his beard 
because his religious be¬ 
liefs are associated with the 
crime, said Jeff Addicott, 
director of the Center for 
Terrorism Law at St. Mary’s 
University Law School. He is 
not involved in the Hasan 
case. □ 


Man accused of 
sexually abusing 
woman on flight 

SAMANTHA HENRY 
Associated Press 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 
— A passenger on a U.S. 
domestic flight dozed off 
wearing headphones and 
awoke to find the hands of 
the stranger seated next to 
her inside her blouse and 
shorts, federal prosecutors 
said Wednesday. 

In a criminal complaint, the 
U.S. attorney for New Jer¬ 
sey charged Bawer Aksal 
with sexual abuse. 
Prosecutors said Askal, a 
Turkish national with U.S. 
citizenship, was sitting in the 
middle seat on United Air¬ 
lines Flight 306 from Phoe¬ 
nix to Newark, New Jersey, 
on Monday night when he 
abused the woman, who 
was sitting in the window 
seat. The woman, whose 
name is being withheld by 
prosecutors because of 
the nature of the charges, 
told authorities she woke 
up to find the man had 
one of his hands inside her 
shirt touching her breasts 
and the other in her shorts 
molesting her, according 
to the complaint. Aksal, 
48, was breathing heavily 
and repeatedly asked the 
woman to kiss him, it says. 
The woman demanded the 
man get off her, according 
to the complaint, slammed 
down the armrest between 
them and reported the in¬ 
cident to flight personnel. 

A passenger in the aisle 
seat, noticing the commo¬ 
tion, offered to help the 
woman, prosecutors said, 
and accompanied her to 
the back of the plane to 
alert the flight crew. The 
aisle passenger later told 
authorities that he had 
seen the woman, who ap¬ 
peared to be asleep and 
not moving, and saw the 
man's arm under a jacket 
the woman had draped 
across her legs. □ 
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New dating technology: meeting for a drink! 


JENNA WORTHAM 
© 2012 New York Times 

Online dating services have 
long promised to help peo¬ 
ple find a mate by using 
statistical science to pre¬ 
dict personal chemistry. But 
some of the biggest servic¬ 
es are now adding a retro 
twist. 

Several sites are bringing 
people together the old- 
fashioned way, with singles 
parties where people can 
crowd together at bars 
while consuming alcohol 
and flirting. 

“There have been so many 
times I’ve met up with 
someone from the Internet 
in person and didn't feel a 
spark,” said Emily Clapp, 
who was af a recenf beer- 
tasfing event organized by 
the popular dating site Ok- 
Cupid in a basement bar 
on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. Like many oth¬ 
ers, Clapp says the offline 
events can help identify a 
potential date more quick¬ 


ly. Online, they find they 
can spend weeks or months 
exchanging messages with 
someone and then sched¬ 
ule dinner or drinks - only to 
realize within minutes that 
the date is a dud. 

“There’s only so much you 
can do with data,” said Su¬ 
san Etlinger, a research an¬ 
alyst at the Altimeter Group 
who advises companies on 
how best to use technolo¬ 
gy. “There’s always the un¬ 
known that has to do with 
pheromones and human 
nature.” 

But why do you need to 
sign up for a dating site to 
meet someone in a bar? 
Clapp, a 31-year-old tax 
accountant, said the sites 
acted as a filter, making it 
more likely that the other 
attendees were also single, 
looking for romance and 
nof foo creepy. But inevi¬ 
tably, she said, “it’s a little 
more random than regular 
online dating.” 

The offline events, for mem¬ 


bers only, are offered as 
part of their monthly sub¬ 
scription or for a small fee. 
While many of the events 
are held in bars, others re¬ 
volve around activities like 
learning to make fresh pas¬ 
ta, going on hikes or playing 
Skee-Ball. Both Match.com, 
a pay service, and OkCu- 


pid, which was bought by 
Match last year but oper¬ 
ates independently, are 
getting behind the offline 
idea. Match bought com¬ 
mercial time during the 
Olympics to promote “The 
Stir,” as it calls its gatherings. 
In one ad, which is said to 
depict scenes from actual 


Match events, a bubbly 
blonde asks a new friend, 
“UCLA?” and then clinks 
glasses: “All right, Bruins!” 
Match, which has nearly 
2 million paying users, says 
it has held a few hundred 
events each month since 
May in more than 50 cities. 
OkCupid, which says it has 
2.9 million active members, 
has organized about 100 
events in New York since 
early July and plans to 
bring the idea to San Fran¬ 
cisco, Los Angeles, Chica¬ 
go and a few other cities in 
October. It also says it is re¬ 
vamping its business to put 
events at the forefront. 
Online dating, it seems, 
may also have hit a pla¬ 
teau. Recent data from 
comScore, an analyt¬ 
ics firm, shows fhaf fraffic 
across fhe 10 mosf popu¬ 
lar dating sites did not in¬ 
crease over the past year. 
This may be partly because 
of the rising popularity of 
mobile dating apps. □ 



People having drinks at Chambers during a blind group outing 
organized by the social club website Grouper, in San Francisco, 
Aug. 20, 2012. Data exchanged over the Internet can only go so 
far, so online dating services are hosting get-togethers to bring 
people together quicker. From left: Chip Forsythe, Loren Sloan, 
Robby Stout, Hannah Cheesman, and Gaybriel Forsythe. 
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GOP upheaval crashes party just before RNC 


Continued from front 

As final preparations were 
being made for the four- 
day convention, there 
were fears rippling through 
the national party that fall¬ 
out from the Akin situation 
demonstrated weakness 
by the GOP leaders who 
are uniting behind Rom¬ 
ney. But Black and others 
predicted that the national 
conversation will shift back 
to the economy — and an 
unemployment rate above 
8 percent — by the time 
Romney accepts the nomi¬ 
nation Aug. 30, and cer¬ 
tainly by this fall. 

“I can’t imagine Obama 
running ads in suburban 
Pennsylvania in October 
tying Mitt Romney to Todd 
Akin," said Black. “If he 
does, it means we're win¬ 
ning.” For now at least, 
Akin's comments have 
caused a furor in the Re¬ 
publican Party just as it's 
trying to narrow the ad¬ 
vantage Obama and the 
Democrats have among 
women voters. And the 
debate has highlighted fis¬ 
sures within the GOP over 
when abortion should be 
legal. Romney does not 
oppose abortion in cases 
of rape and incest or if it will 
save a mother's life, while 
Ryan does oppose abor¬ 
tion in cases of rape and 
incest. 

Underscoring the split, the 
Republican National Com¬ 
mittee is including support 
in its draft platform for an 
outright ban on abortion in 
all cases. 

Ryan himself stoked the de¬ 
bate Wednesday when he 
was forced to emphasize 


anew that Romney is the 
nominee, brushing aside 
differences in their records. 
“I’m proud of my pro-life 
record. And I stand by my 
pro-life record in Congress. 
It’s something I’m proud of. 
But Mitt Romney is the top 
of the ticket and Mitt Rom¬ 
ney will be president and 
he will set the policy of the 
Romney administration,” 
Ryan told a Pennsylvania 
TV station. He also defend¬ 
ed a bill he cosponsored in 
the House to ban federal 
funding for abortion ex¬ 
cept in cases of incest and 
“forcible” rape. That lan¬ 
guage, which was eventu- 



An unidentified man interrupts Republican presidential 
candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney during 
a speech at a campaign stop at LeClaire Manufacturing on 
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012 in Bettendorf, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 


ally changed, would have 
narrowed the exception 
for rape victims. Akin and 
225 other members of the 
House, including 11 Demo¬ 
crats, also cosponsored the 
bill.Romney’s campaign 
rejected the idea that the 
Akin issue was overshad¬ 
owing the party's effort to 
stir enthusiasm in its base 
membership. And advis¬ 
ers said they weren’t wor¬ 
ried that Missouri, a state 
Obama lost in 2008, would 
suddenly become com¬ 
petitive when it’s long been 
considered a state Rom¬ 
ney was virtually assured of 
winning. □ 


Hurricane could hit RNC in Tampa 


CURT ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Tropical 
Storm Isaac is posing a 
potential threat to next 
week's Republican Nation¬ 
al Convention in Florida, 
which culminates in the 
nomination of Mitt Romney 
for president. 

The U.S. National Hurricane 
Center on Wednesday 
morning said Isaac was ex¬ 
pected to strengthen and 
could become a hurricane 
by Thursday. 

Convention organizers 
knew it was a possibility 
during the peak of hurri¬ 
cane season. About 70,000 
delegates, party officials, 
journalists, protesters and 
others are expected to at¬ 
tend. 

It’s been 90 years since a 
major hurricane made a di¬ 
rect hit on Tampa, the site 
of the convention. Florida, 


historically the nation’s top 
target for tropical systems, 
has not been hit by a ma¬ 
jor hurricane since Wilma 
in 2005. National Hurricane 
Center computer models 


ing maximum winds must 
be at least 74 mph (120 
kph). Some models had 
the storm striking Florida, 
including the Tampa Bay 
area, after moving across 


meteorology at Weath- 
erunderground.com, said 
long-range storm track 
predictions five days in 
advance are notoriously 
inaccurate, often off an 
average of 260 miles (418 
kilometers). But Masters 
said the climate situation 
has improved chances 
that Florida could be in the 
system’s sights during the 
Republican event that runs 
Monday through Thursday. 
“It would take a perfect 
storm of a scenario where 
a bunch of factors all con¬ 
spire together,” Masters 
said. “But we definitely 
have to watch this one.” 
The storm was 25 miles (40 
kilometers) south-southeast 
of the French Caribbean 
island of Guadeloupe late 
Wednesday afternoon, 
with maximum sustained 
winds of 45 mph (75 kph). 
□ 



Dr. Rick Knabb, director of the National Hurricane Center, shows 
some of the possible trajectories tropical storm Isaac could de¬ 
velop in the coming days, Wednesday, Aug. 22,2012, at the Na¬ 
tional Hurricane Center in Miami. As of 11:00 AM tropical storm 
Isaac's location 15.9 degrees north, 59.3 degrees west, about 
140 miles east of Guadeloupe, maximum sustained winds 45 
mph, present movement west or 280 degrees at 21 mph. 

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 

had predicted Isaac would Cuba or the Bahamas as 
become a hurricane over early as Sunday morning, 
the next few days, mean- Jeff Masters, director of 
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Greek bailout extension depends on debt report 


Norway vows ‘humane’ 
conditions for Breivik 


ELENA BECATOROS 
NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Greece’s premier embarked 
Wednesday on a diplomatic 
push to earn his debt-crip¬ 
pled nation more time to 
complete reforms and retain 
access to bailout loans, but 
a top European official said 
that any decision will depend 
on a report by international 
debt inspectors next month. 
Jean-Claude Juncker, who 
chairs meetings of eurozone 
finance ministers and is also 
Luxembourg’s prime minis¬ 
ter, insisted Greece must re¬ 
main within the euro. Its exit 
from the currency used by 
17 European Union countries 
would hurt both to the coun¬ 
try and the wider continent. 
“I'm totally opposed to the 
exit of Greece from the euro 
area,” he said after a meet¬ 
ing in Athens with Greek 
Prime Minister Antonis Sama¬ 
ras and Finance Minister Yan- 
nis Stournaras. 

The meeting is the first of sev¬ 
eral Samaras will hold this 
week with European leaders 
to press the case for granting 
Athens more time to com¬ 
plete its reforms. He will be in 
Berlin on Friday to speak with 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and in Paris on Sat¬ 
urday with French President 
Francois Hollande. 


Since a series of rating 
downgrades reduced its 
government bonds to junk 
status, Greece has been 
unable to borrow from 
international markets to 


finance its high budget 
deficits. The country is 
now dependent on two 
international rescue loan 
packages from other eu¬ 
rozone countries and the 
International Monetary 
Fund, which are prevent¬ 
ing it from bankruptcy 
and potentially having to 
leave the euro. 

In return, it has had to 
impose strict austerity 


measures, including cuts 
to salaries and pensions 
and repeated tax hikes. 
The cutbacks deepened a 
recession that is expected 
at the end of the year to 


reach a cumulative 20 per¬ 
cent since 2008, amid gal¬ 
loping unemployment that 
is now over 23 percent. 

But Athens has faltered 
in the speed and effec¬ 
tiveness with which it has 
implemented the reforms, 
fuelling impatience by its 
creditors, notably Germa¬ 
ny, which is the single larg¬ 
est contributor to the bail¬ 
out. □ 


JULIA GRONNEVET 
KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
OSLO, Norway (AP) — 

Those expecting Anders 
Behring Breivik to spend 
the rest of his days alone 
in a cramped cell will be 
disappointed when the 
far-right fanatic receives 
his sentence Friday for kill¬ 
ing 77 people in a bomb 
and gun rampage last 
year. If declared insane, 
the confessed killer will be 
the sole patient of a psy¬ 
chiatric ward that Norway 
built just for him, with 17 
people on staff to treat 
him. If found mentally fit, 
he will remain isolated, for 
now, in the high-security 
prison where he uses three 
86-square-foot (8-square- 
meter) cells: a bed room, 
an exercise room and a 
study.Officials at Oslo’s 
lla Prison say the ambition 
would be to eventually 
transfer Breivik to a sec¬ 
tion with other prisoners, 
who have access to a 
school that teaches from 
primary grades through 
university-level courses, a 
library, a gym, work in the 
prison's various shops and 
other leisure activities. 

It’s all about a philosophy 


of humane prison treatment 
and rehabilitation that forms 
the bedrock of the Scandi¬ 
navian penal system. 

“I like to put it this way: He’s 
a human being. 

He has human rights. This is 
about creating a humane 
prison regime," said Ellen 
Bjercke, a spokeswoman for 
lla (EE-luh) Prison. 

Dealing with an unrepen¬ 
tant killer responsible for Nor¬ 
way's worst massacre since 
World War II puts the system 
to, perhaps, its most chal¬ 
lenging test yet. 

During his trial, Breivik, 33, 
coolly described how he set 
off a car bomb that killed 
eight people and injured 
scores in Oslo’s government 
district on July 22 last year. 
Then he unleashed a shoot¬ 
ing rampage that left 69 
people dead, mostly teen¬ 
agers, at the summer camp 
of the governing Labor Par¬ 
ty’s youth wing. The young¬ 
est victim was 14. 

In testimony that was deeply 
disturbing to the bereaved, 
the self-styled anti-Muslim 
militant said he was acting 
in defense of Norway by tar¬ 
geting the left-wing political 
party he accused of betray¬ 
ing the country with liberal 
immigration policies. 

Since Breivik’s guilt is not in 
question, the key decision 
for the Oslo district court Fri¬ 
day is whether to declare 
him insane after two psychi¬ 
atric teams reached oppo¬ 
site conclusions on his men¬ 
tal health. 

Its ruling will be read in a 
courtroom custom-built for 
Breivik’s trial at a cost of 40 
million kroner ($6.8 million).□ 
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Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samaras, speaks next to Jean 
Claude Juncker, unseen, prime minister, of Luxembourg and 
President of Eurogroup during a joint news conference after 
their meeting in Athens, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012. The meet¬ 
ing is the first of several Samaras will hold this week with Euro¬ 
pean leaders to press the case for granting Athens more time 
to complete its reforms. He will be in Berlin on Friday to speak 
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel and in Paris on Satur¬ 
day with French President Francois Hollande. 

(AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris) 
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Syrian civil war spilling over into Lebanon 


Iran clings onto 
Asian oil market 
as sanctions bite 

BRIAN MURPHY 
Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — When Iran wel¬ 
comes leaders to a world 
gathering next week, few 
will get a grander reception 
than India’s prime minister. 
As Tehran tries to offset the 
squeeze from Western oil 
sanctions, there is no great¬ 
er priority than courting en¬ 
ergy-hungry Asian markets. 
The planned visit by Man- 
mohan Singh, the first by an 
Indian prime minister in more 
than a decade, puts into 
sharp relief the sanctions¬ 
easing strategies by Iran — 
and the political complexi¬ 
ties for Washington that limit 
its pressure on Asian powers 
needing Tehran's oil. 

Oil purchases by India, 
China and South Korea — 
which decided this week 
to resume Iranian imports — 
have not covered Tehran’s 
losses after it was tossed out 
of the European market in 
July. But they have given 
Iran a critical cushion that 
brings in tens of millions of 
dollars in revenue a day 
and means that Iran has 
dropped only one ranking, 
to stand as OPEC’s third- 
largest producer. 

The U.S. has pressed hard for 
Iran’s top customers — Chi¬ 
na, India, Japan and South 
Korea — to scale back on 
crude imports, with some 
success, offering in return 
exemptions from possible 
American penalties. □ 


ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The Syr¬ 
ian civil war has spilled 
over into Lebanon, bring¬ 
ing with it sectarian street 
clashes, mob violence 
and general government 
paralysis in Beirut. 

But it was the dramatic ar¬ 
rest earlier this month of a 
former Lebanese govern¬ 
ment minister and promi¬ 
nent supporter of Syria’s 
embattled president that 
has suggested the conflict 
may be causing Lebanon 
to slip further away from 
Damascus' long domina¬ 
tion. 

The bloodshed in Syria has 
drawn Lebanon deeper 
into the unrest — a trou¬ 
bling sign for a country 
that has gone through its 
own 15-year civil war and 
has an explosive sectarian 
mix as well as deep divi¬ 
sions between pro- and 
anti-Syrian factions, many 
of which are armed. 

The chaos could give Sun¬ 
ni Muslim fighters in north¬ 
ern Lebanon more leeway 
to establish supply lines to 
the rebels inside Syria in 
their battle to oust Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad. 
Tensions and intermittent 
fighting in the northern 
Lebanon city of Tripoli con¬ 
tinued Wednesday follow¬ 
ing two days of clashes be¬ 
tween pro- and anti-Assad 
groups that killed at least 
six people and wounded 


more than 70. 

In New York, United Na¬ 
tions political chief Jeffrey 
Feltman told the Security 
Council Wednesday that 
as the crisis in Syria con¬ 


tinues to deteriorate, “the 
situation in Lebanon has 
become more precarious 
and the need for contin¬ 
ued international support 
to the government and the 
Lebanese Armed Forces in¬ 
creasingly important.” 
Feltman said U.N. Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
has expressed concern 
about two-way arms smug¬ 
gling across the Syrian-Leb- 
anese border, which poses 
risks to both countries and 


violates a council resolu¬ 
tion that ended the month¬ 
long war in 2006 between 
Israel and Hezbollah, which 
dominates Lebanese poli¬ 
tics. 


(AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 

Seventeen times bigger 
than Lebanon and four 
times more populous, Syria 
has long had powerful al¬ 
lies here, including the Iran- 
backed militant Hezbollah 
group that now dominates 
the government. For much 
of the past 30 years, Leba¬ 
nese have lived under Syr¬ 
ian military and political 
domination. 

That grip began to slip in 
2005, when former Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri was as¬ 


sassinated in Beirut. Widely 
accused of involvement— 
something it has always de¬ 
nied — Syria was forced to 
withdraw its troops. But the 
killings of anti-Syrian figures 
continued and opponents 
of Assad’s regime say he 
has maintained his influ¬ 
ence through allies who 
now control the govern¬ 
ment. 

All this made the Aug. 9 ar¬ 
rest of former Information 
Minister Michel Samaha all 
the more shocking. 
Samaha, one of Syria’s 
most loyal allies in Lebanon 
who has long acted as an 
unofficial media adviser to 
Assad, was plucked from 
his bed at dawn by spe¬ 
cial police forces who burst 
into his summer mountain 
home. Within hours, various 
leaks began emerging that 
Samaha had confessed 
to having personally trans¬ 
ported explosives in his car 
from Syria to Lebanon with 
the purpose of killing Leba¬ 
nese personalities at the 
behest of Syria. 

Two days later, a military 
court indicted Samaha, 
along with Syrian Brig. Gen. 
Ali Mamlouk, of plotting to 
carry out terrorist attacks 
inside Lebanon. Mamlouk, 
who was appointed last 
month by Assad to head 
Syria’s National Security 
Bureau, was indicted in 
absentia on charges he 
furnished the explosives to 
Samaha. □ 



Lebanese commandos in armored personnel carriers prepare to 
enter the area of clashes between supporters and opponents 
of the Syrian regime, in the northern port city of Tripoli, Leba¬ 
non, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012. The civil war in Syria is affecting 
its fragile, tiny neighbor Lebanon in countless ways and has al¬ 
ready spilled over into sectarian street clashes, kidnappings and 
general government paralysis. 


THE CINEMAS 

thecinemas.aw 


Valid Aug 23 & 24 


I AT RENAISSANCE 1 

1 AT PASEO HERENCIA 1 

SPARKLE 

daily: 5:45 - 8:30 kiFiiif 

matinee: 12:30-3:00 ™ 

lateshow: 11:15 PG-13 

SPARKLE 

daily: 4:30-7:00-9:30 uEUf 

matinee: 2:00 . 

lateshow: 12:00 IPG-131 


-2:30 


-2:15 


THE ODD LIFE OF 
TIMOTHY GREEN 

daily: 4:45 

matinee: 12:00 

late show: 

HOPE SPRINGS 
daily: 4:45 

matinee: 12:00 

late show: 

STEP UP REVOLUTION 
daily: 5:00-7:15-9:45 

matinee: 12:15-2:30 

late show: 12:00 

PARANORMAN 
daily: 5:15 

matinee: 12:45-3:00 

late show: 

THE CAMPAIGN 
daily: 7:30-9:30 

matinee: 11:30 

late show: 

THE WATCH 

daily: 7:00-9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:45 

THE EXPENDABLES 2 

daily: 7:15-9:30 

matinee: 

late show: 11:45 


NJW 

Ba rron 

NJW I 


PG 


THE ODD LIFE OF 
TIMOTHY GREEN 
yjcijii daily: 5:00 - 5:30 

matinee: 2:15-3:00 

B3rron lateshow: 

HOPE SPRINGS 
NFiM daily: 5:00-7:15 

— , matinee: 2:30 

PG-13 late show: 

□ STEP UP REVOLUTION 

daily: 4:45 - 6:30 - 9:30 

— ^ M matinee: 2:15 

33 PG-13 lateshow: 11:45 

□ PARANORMAN 
daily: 4:15 

matinee: 2:00 

1 PG I late show: 

THE CAMPAIGN 
daily: 8:00-10:00 

r _, matinee: 

B31 PG-13 I lateshow: 12:00 

THE WATCH 
daily: 7:30-9:45 

—i „ , matinee: 

B3I R I lateshow: 12:00 

THE EXPENDABLES 2 
daily: 7:30-9:45 

matinee: 

I R I lateshow: 12:00 

THE BOURNE LEGACY 

daily: 8:45 

matinee: 

lateshow: 11:30 


Matinee: sat & sun I Late show: fri & sat 


0SLSJ 


rm 


j = subtitulos en Espanol 


%% If jf M 



FAMILY OWNED SINCE 


Four Course Dinner 


Fin* 

Seafood Ctisseniie 

f -lonr-jcl o la O 
Boubigm Salad 

Si 


ftoaJT Ttnderln ! n- Medrci 
5lU*f«l Oilmen prgwic* 

Qakcd Srwppif 

Otfr-et Df TWO feupS CocmigT Shrimp Temp ltd 
jl _ _ Fourth Cnni 

CIlKOtalt 

J> £ £ Ice o™ 

Plirf Service ahorse dntl &BQ 
Can nfl he. carrt irrf d w ilh oth*r nf ftr\ 



LG. Smith BUd. 160 

Sun Plua maji 

Reservations; (197) 585-8899 
Open: Tuesday - Sunday 
Honrs: >30 pm -10:30 pm 
Sunday Brunch: ii;oo Am - 3:00 pm 
































Thursday,August23, EWORLD NEWS 



Brazil court orders release of 
man in Dorothy Stang’s killing 


South African gets life for 
killing white supremacist 

EMOKE BEBIAK 


STAN LEHMAN 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zil’s Supreme Court has 
ordered the release of an 
Amazon rancher charged 
with being one of the mas¬ 
terminds of the 2005 kill¬ 
ing of American nun and 
rain forest activist Dorothy 
Stang. 

The Supreme Court ruled 
Tuesday night that Regi- 
valdo Galvao has the right 
to remain freepending the 
outcome of his appeal 
process. 

In 2010, a jury found Regi- 
valdo Galvao guilty of or¬ 
dering Stang’s death and 
sentenced him to 30 years 
in jail. But he was freed on 
appeal. 

He was imprisoned one 
year later after a Para state 
court ruled that he had to 
start serving his sentence 
before his appeal process 
had run its course. 

Galvao was expected to 
be released later Wednes¬ 
day 

Also convicted of ordering 
Stang's murder is Vitalmiro 



_ 


In this 2004 file photo, 
American nun and rain forest 
defender Dorothy Stang, from 
Dayton, Ohio, holds a cross 
in Para, Brazil. Stang, who 
spent the last 30 years of her 
life defending poor settlers in 
the Amazon rainforest, was 
shot in 2005 near the jungle 
town of Anapu in a dispute 
over a patch of forest that a 
local rancher wanted to cut 
down. Brazil’s Supreme Court 
has ordered the release of an 
Amazon rancher charged with 
being one of the masterminds 
of the 2005 killing. The Supreme 
Court ruled Tuesday night, 
Aug. 21, 2012, that Regivaldo 
Galvao has the right to remain 
free pending the outcome of 
his appeal process. 

(AP Photo/Luiz Estumano) 
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Moura, who is serving a 30- 
year jail term. Two other 
men charged with taking 
part in her killing are also in 
jail. Another one is at large. 
Stang was born in Dayton, 
Ohio, and spent three de¬ 
cades trying to preserve 
the rain forest and defend¬ 
ing the rights of poor set¬ 
tlers who confronted pow¬ 
erful ranchers seeking their 
lands in the Amazon’s wild 
frontier. 

The northern Brazilian state 
of Para, where Stang was 
gunned down with six, 
close-range shots from a 
revolver, is notorious for 
land-related violence, con¬ 
tract killings, slave-like labor 
conditions and wanton en¬ 
vironmental destruction. 

In Brazil, killings over land 
are common and seldom 
punished, as powerful land- 
owners clash with farmers 
and others for control of 
lucrative farming and log¬ 
ging land. According to 
the Catholic Land Pastoral, 
a watchdog group that 
tallies land-related threats 
and murders, more than 
1,150 rural activists have 
been slain in Brazil over the 
past 20 years, but fewer 
than 100 cases have gone 
to court since 1988. Q 


Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A black farmworker was sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison Wednesday for the brutal murder 
of South African white supremacist leader Eugene Terre- 
blanche in a case that has been a source of racial tension 
in the city of Ventersdorp. 

About 100 protesters sang anti-white songs outside the 
courtroom in the city just west of Johannesburg to support 
30-year-old Chris Mahlangu, who had pleaded guilty but 
argued that he acted in self-defense in what the judge 
found was a violent dispute over wages. They were op¬ 
posed by 20 white protesters who carried the dummy of 
a black man with a rope around his neck and a sign that 
said: “Hang Mahlangu.” 

As Mahlangu was leaving the court, the protesters tied 
the effigy to a pick-up truck and drove around the black 
crowd. 

Mahlangu was found guilty for beating Terreblanche, 
69, to death with an iron in April 2010. Mahlangu said he 
feels he did no wrong by ridding the world of a man some 
called a monster. 

The judge had rejected a defense argument that Mah¬ 
langu had been sodomized by Terreblanche and acted 
in self-defense. Mahlangu also claimed that Terreblanche 
infected him with HIV. 

Zola Majavu, Mahlangu’s lawyer, said on Wednesday that 
they are planning to appeal both the court’s findings and 
the sentence. 

On Wednesday, Mahlangu said he has converted to Islam 
while in prison. 

A second man, Patrick Ndlovu, who was a teenager at 
the time of the killing two years ago, was sentenced to a 
two-year prison sentence which means he goes free. Ndl¬ 
ovu was acquitted of murder but found guilty of break¬ 
ing and entering with intent to steal. Initially, he was not 
named because of his age. He turned 18 during the trial. 
After the sentencing, the Young Communist League of 
South Africa released a statement calling the judgment 
racially biasedO 


Mexico cult refuses to allow teachers in 


MARK STEVENSON 
The Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ad¬ 
herents of a religious sect 
in western Mexico are 
physically blocking school 
teachers from entering 
their walled community, 
setting up one of the most 
high-profile confrontations 
between religious and civil 
authorities in Mexico since 
the 1930s. 

Local officials in the west¬ 
ern state of Michoacan 
said Wednesday it may 
be time to call in a large- 
scale police operation to 
enforce the right to school¬ 
ing in a community that has 
largely ruled itself accord¬ 
ing to what it considers Bib¬ 
lical guidelines for almost 40 
years. The New Jerusalem 
community prohibits formal 
schooling, television, radio, 
modern music, dress and 


fashion. 

“I think the next step is to 
go in and enforce the rule 
of law,” said Efrain Barrera, 
spokesman for the town¬ 
ship of Turicato, in western 
Michoacan state, where 
the sect's walled-off com¬ 
pound is located. 

Under Mexican law, grade 
school education is com¬ 
pulsory, and Mexico’s Na¬ 
tional Human Rights Com¬ 
mission and the Roman 
Catholic Church said Tues¬ 
day that the refusal to allow 
classes in the town of New 
Jerusalem is a violation of 
children’s human rights. 
They called on the govern¬ 
ment to break the town's 
blockade, which has been 
limited to fistfights but could 
escalate. Members of the 
sect recently attacked and 
destroyed the school build¬ 
ing. 


“It is surprising that they 
want to impose beliefs, not 
a religion, on grade-school 
children in their formative 
stage, by taking away the 
right every child has to at¬ 
tend classes in government- 
provided education," the 
Mexican Bishops Council 
said in a statement. 

“The local authorities 
should intervene and re¬ 
solve the conflict, which, if 
it isn't taken care of, could 
escalate,” the council said. 
“This is an issue that cannot 
wait, this is the moment to 
act and defend the rule of 
law.” 

The church does not rec¬ 
ognize the sect, which 
was founded in 1973 by a 
renegade Catholic priest 
who objected to the aban¬ 
donment of Latin masses 
and other modernization 
moves. □ 
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10 people die of suspected Ebola in Congo 


KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — The World 
Health Organization says an outbreak 
of suspected Ebola in eastern Congo 
has infected at least 15 people, 10 of 
whom died. 

WHO said in a statement on Tuesday 
that two of the cases are confirmed 
as Ebola and that the rest are “prob¬ 


able” Ebola. 

The outbreak in Congo’s Orientale 
Province follows one last month in 
neighboring Uganda that killed 16 
people. Ugandan health officials say 
the outbreak there is under control, 
but they have yet to declare the 
country free of Ebola. It is not clear if 


the outbreak in Congo is related to 
the one in Uganda. 

WHO said Congolese health offi¬ 
cials are working wifh groups such as 
Doctors Without Borders to stem the 
spread of Ebola. 

Ebola is highly infectious and kills 
quickly .□ 


New AIDS-like disease in Asians, not contagious 


Japanese leader 
meets with anti- 
nuke protesters 

HIROKO TABUCHI 
© 2012 New York Time 
TOKYO - For the first time 
since anti-nuclear rallies 
began months ago outside 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda’s office, a dozen pro¬ 
testers were allowed inside 
Wednesday for a half-hour 
meeting that the fledgling 
movement hailed as a vic¬ 
tory. 

The meeting comes at a 
time of growing anti-nucle¬ 
ar sentiment in Japan, and 
with elections expected 
this year. 

Noda, who angered dem¬ 
onstrators by dismissing 
their weekly rallies as “loud 
noise," 

had been under public 
pressure to meet with them 
face to face. 

The demonsfrators are call¬ 
ing for a shutdown of the 
reactors at the Oi nuclear 
power plant in western Ja¬ 
pan - the first reactors to be 
restarted since the nuclear 
accident at Fukushima in 
March 2011 - and for Ja¬ 
pan to decommission its 54 
other reactors. 

They say the reactors are 
not safe to resfarf, given 
the country's frequent 
earthquakes and the gov¬ 
ernment’s failure to prevent 
the Fukushima disaster. 

The rallies outside Noda’s 
office in the heart of Tokyo 
have grown from crowds 
of several hundred to fens 
of thousands since the 
prime minister gave the go- 
ahead for restarting the Oi 
reactor in July. 

“Saikado hantai!" - “Op¬ 
pose the restarts!” - is now 
the rallying cry at the pro¬ 
tests, which the police say 
have swelled to include 
almost 100,000 people, al¬ 
though organizers say the 
turnout is almost twice that. 
The meeting Wednesday 
was broadcast on a live 
video link from the prime 
minister's office. 

“We wish we could have 
brought more of the peo¬ 
ple who gather outside 
your office every week,” 
the leader of the move¬ 
ment, an illustrator who 
goes by the name Misao 
Redwolf, told Noda, who 
sat stern-faced across from 
the group of protesters.Q 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
Associated Press 

Researchers have identi¬ 
fied a mysterious new dis¬ 
ease that has left scores of 
people in Asia and some in 
the United States with AIDS- 
like symptoms even though 
they are not infected with 
HIV. 

The patients’ immune sys¬ 
tems become damaged, 
leaving them unable to 
fend off germs as healthy 
people do. What triggers 
this isn’t known, but the dis¬ 
ease does not seem to be 
contagious. 

This is another kind of ac¬ 
quired immune deficiency 
that is not inherited and oc¬ 
curs in adults, but doesn’t 
spread the way AIDS does 
through a virus, said Dr. 
Sarah Browne, a scientist 
at the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Dis¬ 
eases. 

She helped lead the study 
with researchers in Thailand 
and Taiwan where most of 
the cases have been found 
since 2004. Their report is in 
Thursday’s New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

“This is absolutely fascinat¬ 
ing. I’ve seen probably at 
least three patients in the 
last 10 years or so” who 
might have had this, said 
Dr. Dennis Maki, an infec¬ 
tious disease specialist at 
the University of Wisconsin 
in Madison. 

If’s still possible that an in¬ 
fection of some sort could 
trigger the disease, even 
though the disease itself 
doesn’t seem to spread 
person-to-person, he said. 
The disease develops 
around age 50 on average 
but does not run in families, 
which makes it unlikely that 
a single gene is responsible, 
Browne said. Some patients 
have died of overwhelming 
infections, including some 
Asians now living in the U.S., 


although Browne could not 
estimate how many. 

Kim Nguyen, 62, a seam¬ 
stress from Vietnam who 
has lived in Tennessee 
since 1975, was gravely ill 


when she sought help for a 
persistent fever, infections 
throughout her bones and 
other bizarre symptoms in 
2009. She had been sick 
off and on for several years 
and had visited Vietnam 
in 1995 and again in early 
2009. 

“She was wasting away 
from this systemic infection” 
that at first seemed like tu¬ 
berculosis but wasn’t, said 
Dr. Carlton Hays Jr., a fam¬ 
ily physician at the Jack- 
son Clinic in Jackson, Tenn. 
“She’s a small woman to 
begin with, but when I first 
saw her, her weight was 91 
pounds, and she lost down 
to 69 pounds.” 

Nguyen (pronounced 
“when”) was referred to 
specialists at the National 


Institutes of Health who had 
been tracking similar cases. 
She spent nearly a year at 
an NIH hospital in Bethes- 
da, Md„ and is there now 
for monitoring and further 


treatment. 

“I feel greaf now,” she said 
Wednesday. Buf when she 
was sick, “I felt dizzy, head¬ 
aches, almost fell down," 
she said. “I could not eat 
anything.” 

AIDS is a specific disease, 
and if stands for acquired 
immune deficiency syn¬ 
drome. That means the 
immune system becomes 
impaired during someone's 
lifetime, rather than from 
inherited gene defects like 
the “bubble babies" who 
are born unable to fight off 
germs. 

The virus that causes AIDS 
— HIV — destroys T-cells, 
key soldiers of the immune 
system that fight germs. The 
new disease doesn’t affect 
those cells, but causes a 


different kind of damage. 
Browne's study of more 
than 200 people in Taiwan 
and Thailand found that 
most of those with the dis¬ 
ease make substances 
called autoantibodies that 
block interferon-gamma, a 
chemical signal that helps 
the body clear infections. 
Blocking that signal leaves 
people like those with AIDS 
— vulnerable to viruses, 
fungal infections and para¬ 
sites, but especially mico- 
bacteria, a group of germs 
similar to tuberculosis that 
can cause severe lung 
damage. Researchers are 
calling this new disease an 
“adult-onset" immunodefi¬ 
ciency syndrome because 
it develops later in life and 
they don’t know why or 
how. 

“Fundamentally, we do not 
know what's causing them 
to make these antibodies,” 
Browne said. 

Antibiotics aren't always 
effective, so doctors have 
tried a variety of other 
approaches, including a 
cancer drug that helps 
suppress production of an¬ 
tibodies. The disease quiets 
in some patients once the 
infections are tamed, but 
the faulty immune system 
is likely a chronic condition, 
researchers believe. 

The fact that nearly all the 
patients so far have been 
Asian or Asian-born people 
living elsewhere suggests 
that genetic factors and 
something in the environ¬ 
ment such as an infection 
may trigger the disease, re¬ 
searchers conclude. 

The first cases turned up in 
2004 and Browne’s study 
enrolled about 100 people 
in six months. 

“We know there are many 
others out there,” including 
many cases mistaken as 
tuberculosis in some coun¬ 
tries, she said. □ 



Dr. Sarah K. Browne,right, talks with patient Kim Nguyen at Na¬ 
tional Institute of Health in Bethesda, Md., Wednesday, Aug. 22, 
2012. Researchers have identified a mysterious new disease that 
has left scores of people in Asia and some in the United States 
with AIDS-like symptoms even though they are not infected with 
HIV. The patients’ immune systems become damaged, leaving 
them unable to fend off germs as healthy people do. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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Russia joins WTO after 18 years of talks 


LAURA MILLS 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — After 18 
years of negotiation, Russia 
on Wednesday entered the 
World Trade Organization, 
which restricts import duties 
and subsidies in an attempt 
to create a level playing 
field for international trade. 
Analysts and politicians 
hope that Russia, which has 
long proven a formidable 
market to foreign investors 
because of its byzantine 
bureaucracy and protec¬ 
tionist tariffs, would be trans¬ 
formed by its entry into the 
WTO. Russia is one of the last 
major global economies to 
enter the group, which has 
long included other devel¬ 
oping nations like China. 
While consumers here will 
benefit from the lower cost 
of imported goods, some 
worry that struggling indus¬ 
tries long coddled by state 
subsidies, such as agricul¬ 
ture or the automobile in¬ 
dustry, will suffer from for¬ 
eign competition. 

Russians often complain 
about the burdensome 
cost of Western-imported 
consumer products, which 
range from refrigerators to 
jeans. With its entry into the 
WTO, the country will cut its 
average import tariff by 5.9 
percent, making those im¬ 
ports cheaper. 

M. Video, one of Russia’s 
largest electronics retailers 
whose shelves are packed 
with foreign-made CD play¬ 
ers and American movies, 
said Russia’s entry into the 
WTO would bring more cus¬ 
tomers into their stores. 

“We believe that (entry into 
the WTO) is going to be a 
very good decision for our 
customers in the future, be¬ 
cause they will be able to 
purchase goods with pric¬ 
es harmonized with other 
economies,” said Enrique 
Fernandez, chief commer¬ 
cial officer of the company. 
But uncompetitive domes¬ 
tic goods, which have long 
been propped up by Sovi¬ 
et-style subsidies, could be 
threatened by the invasion 
of higher-quality imports. 
Nearly 100 major business 


leaders and industry groups 
including dairy and meat 
producers signed a peti¬ 
tion earlier this summer ad¬ 
dressed to the ruling United 
Russia party, asking that its 
deputies vote against ratifi¬ 
cation of the WTO treaty. 
Agriculture, the automobile 
industry, and Soviet-style 
“Monogorods,” or towns 
which revolve around a 


single factory or industry, 
are bound to suffer next to 
foreign competition unless 
they can reform quickly. 
These industries are based 
in regions that have often 
displayed the most support 
for President Vladimir Putin, 
but could easily turn into 
a hotbed for protest if al¬ 
ready fragile industries were 
to collapse. 

At a car dealership in Mos¬ 
cow, 63-year-old engineer 
Alexei Tarakanov said he 
doubted that low-quality 
Russian cars could win on 
an open market. 

“I already have a negative 
attitude towards our (Rus¬ 
sian) cars,” said Tarakanov, 
who was buying a Renault. 
“I doubt that they can win 
the preference of the mod¬ 


ern buyer." 

Because state-subsidized 
industries proved such a 
pivotal issue in Russia’s WTO 
negotiations, financial aid 
to struggling sectors will 
be gradually phased out, 
rather than abruptly cut off, 
over the course of seven 
years. 

“The industry will not col¬ 
lapse immediately, (major 


Russian car-maker) Av- 
toVaz is going to contin¬ 
ue steadily producing its 
700,000 cars per year,” said 
Ovanes Oganisyan, an an¬ 
alyst at the Moscow-based 
investment bank Troika Dia¬ 
log. “But eventually there's 
going to be more competi¬ 
tion, and if AvtoVaz doesn't 
change in seven years it will 
have to go out of business.” 
In addition to the challeng¬ 
es faced by unreformed 
industries, the Russian gov¬ 
ernment expects to take a 
short-term financial hit from 
the loss of income from im¬ 
port duties and taxes. But 
the government empha¬ 
sizes long-term gains, and 
the World Bank has esti¬ 
mated that WTO member¬ 
ship could increase Rus¬ 


sia's GDP by an extra 3.3 
percent a year in the next 
three years. 

While the WTO will signifi¬ 
cantly open up the Russian 
market to foreign produc¬ 
ers, the U.S. faces the threat 
of paying higher tariff rates 
than other WTO members 
to sell goods in Russia, leav¬ 
ing American producers at 
a competitive disadvan¬ 


tage compared to Europe¬ 
an or Asian industries. 

The reason for the dispar¬ 
ity is the Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment, a law passed 
by Congress during Soviet 
times that denies Russia nor¬ 
mal trade relations with the 
U.S. 

The U.S. president has 
been granting Russia an¬ 
nual waivers since 1992, 
but Moscow insists it will not 
lower its tariffs for the U.S. as 
much as for other countries 
until the law is scrapped. 
“The last thing that America 
needs right now is for foreign 
companies to have lower 
tariff rates than American 
companies," said Andrew 
Somers, President and CEO 
of the American Chamber 
of Commerce. □ 


North Korea’s 
economic zone 
remains under 
construction 

RASON, North Korea (AP) 

— More than a year after 
construction began, the 
road from China to North 
Korea’s special economic 
zone in Rason is paved. 
Power substations are be¬ 
ing built, railway lines are 
being linked to routes to Si¬ 
beria, and piers at the har¬ 
bor expanded. 

This week, an international 
trade fair staged at the ex¬ 
hibition hall in the zone in 
North Korea’s far northeast 
offered foreign investors 
and visitors from China, Brit¬ 
ain, Russia and elsewhere, 
as well as journalists from 
The Associated Press, a 
glimpse at the efforts to turn 
a long-neglected, remote 
region into a manufactur¬ 
ing, tourism and transpor¬ 
tation hub. 

A diorama of the future Ra¬ 
son International Commer¬ 
cial Trade Center displayed 
at the trade fair showed 
rows of modern buildings 
sparkling with lights and 
cars parked under street 
lamps along tree-lined 
streets — a look at what 
officials hope the zone will 
look like in years to come. 
Over the past two years. 
North Korea's leadership 
has made the bid to trans¬ 
form Rason into an interna¬ 
tional hub a priority, along 
with drawing much-need¬ 
ed foreign investment. Last 
week, Jang Song Thaek, a 
senior official and uncle of 
leader Kim Jong Un, led a 
visit to China to discuss joint 
cooperation on develop¬ 
ing economic zones along 
the border in an indication 
that the project has the at¬ 
tention of top officials. 

North Korea’s economy 
has languished in sharp 
contrast to the booming 
market economies of its 
neighbors in Northeast Asia. 
Pyongyang has not pub¬ 
licly released detailed eco¬ 
nomic data for decades, 
but the CIA Factbook esti¬ 
mates its per capita GDP at 
$1,800. □ 



A Caterpillar tractor at a Caterpillar factory, in an undated handout photo. Major American 
exporters to Russia, like Caterpillar, are worried about the potential impact on their business after 
Russia joins the World Trade Organization on Aug. 22, 2012. 

(Marc Esser/Caterpillar via The New York Times) 
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Melania & Cevero Camacho honored at Caribbean Palm Village 





Noord - The Caribbean 
Palm Village Resort is cele¬ 
brating its 25th anniversary 
this year, recognizing own¬ 
ers who purchased time- 
share units pre-construc¬ 
tion. This week, Melania & 


Cevero Camacho from San 
Antonio, Venezuela, were 
honored by Interim Gen¬ 
eral Manager Astrid Muller 
for their trusting purchase. 
When they bought their 
unit at Caribbean Palm Vil¬ 
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lage Resort, the pool was 
just dug out, and the lovely 
garden was still on paper, 
a vision of things to come. 
The Camachos were pre¬ 
sented with a handsome 
commemorative plaque, 
during this week’s man¬ 
ager’s cocktail party and 
were visibly moved by 
the gesture. They also re¬ 
ceived a one-year Interval 
International membership, 


as a token of appreciation. 
As they posed for a picture 
opportunity they shared 
that they have always had 
a great time in Aruba, nev¬ 
er missed a week's vaca¬ 
tion at the resort and never 
regretted the purchase. 
Terry and Joan Trojak also 
graced the party with their 
presence, as they have 
been visiting the island ev¬ 
ery year for the past quar¬ 


ter of a century, and loving 
every moment. 

Pictured here, snapshots 
from a fun Managers’ 
Cocktail Party, which in¬ 
cluded interactive games 
with guest participation as 
directed by Farley Croes, 
and Mislady Fingal ac¬ 
tivities coordinators, and 
members of the Caribbean 
Palm Village Resort man¬ 
agement team.Q 
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The Radisson Recognizes Excellence And Leadership 


Palm Beach - At a festive 
recent gathering in the 
Grand Caribbean Ball¬ 
room, the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa ac¬ 
knowledged the numer¬ 
ous contributions made 
by top performing col¬ 
leagues. 

The quarterly ceremony, 
over sumptuous lunch 
catered by the culinary 
team, awards certificates 
of excellence to employ¬ 
ees and supervisors whose 
conduct and accomplish¬ 
ments merit public praise 
and recognition. 

As Winner Colleague of 
fhe Monfh for April, Brigifte 
Hernandez of Banquets 
demonstrated her willing¬ 
ness to help, and work 
hard, no matter how long, 
with the best interest of the 
company at heart. 
Creative and service-ori¬ 
ented, Brigitte received 
top honor when she was 
nominated with other 
candidates for the Col¬ 
league of the Month of 
April: Edwin Tromp, Engi¬ 
neering; Adriana Herran, 
Beverage; and Jairo Mad- 
uro. Guest Services. 

As Winner Colleague of 
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Tony Fix 


is our beauty 
on the beach 
today 

She is visiting 
us from 
Washington DC 
this is her first 
time in Aruba 
And staying at 
the Divi Links 




the Month for May, Nolfort 
Valencia of Engineering 
brought a lot of positive 
ideas and suggestions to 
the table on how to in¬ 
crease the effectiveness 
of his department and the 
efficiency of the building 
systems. 

Solving all issues he en¬ 
countered, Nolfort’s posi¬ 
tive attitude won him the 
coveted title, when he 
was nominated for Col¬ 
league of the Month of 
May with Kimberly Ruiz, 
Housekeeping; Ternura 
Ortin, F&B; and Kimberly 
Akins, Front Office. 

As Winner Colleague of 
the Month for June, Omar 
Castaneda of Housekeep¬ 
ing undertook many tasks 
outside his regular job de¬ 
scription, completing all 
extra assignments on time 
and on target. 
Dependable and coop¬ 
erative Omar outshone all 
other Nominees for Col¬ 
league of the Month for 


June: Jose Miguel Alcan¬ 
tara, Engineering; and 
Marilu Erasmus, Sunset 
Grille. 

As Winner Supervisor of the 
2nd Quarter, Helena Dake 
of Accounting performed 
an outstanding job in 
maintaining the accounts 
entrusted to her demon¬ 
strating professional knowl¬ 
edge and great customer 
service skills. Unafraid to 
tackle challenges, Hel¬ 
ena distinguished herself 
among other Nominees of 
the 2nd Quarter: Frans van 
Vught, Landscaping; and 
Soraida Werleman, House¬ 
keeping. 

All winners and nomi¬ 
nees were presented with 
handsome certificates of 
appreciation and gifts of¬ 
fered by General Man¬ 
ager Willem Plegt and his 
management team. Pic¬ 
tured here, some celebra¬ 
tion snapshots, rewarding 
the “Yes, I Can” spirit of 
Radisson colleaguesO 
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GRAND VICTORIA RESTAURANT 


SPECIALIZE \H CHINESE ANO INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located at the Palm Beach *184 near (he traffic lights opposite 
(he high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call: S66-4481 



Has everything that you need far a good 
vacation. Wo have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beech items and much more. 


UNICASA 

cm Mi 

I’nlm Btjch #|KJ «Tel: (2YT) 5SG-8548 

Open ham M&dfry ■ SaturcfcVy ftiin - 
Salmnfory Sam * lOpm 
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Aruba say’s “Masha Danki” to loyal visitors 




Recently, several loyal visi¬ 
tors of Aruba were honored 
as Goodwill Ambassadors. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as a 
token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
between 10-and-20 years 
consecutive. 

The honorees are mem¬ 


bers of Renaissance Beach 
Resort & Casino and have 
been enjoying the Island 
every year. 

The honorees included Leo- 
poldo Sucre Ortega and 
Daniela Adrianza, resident 
of Caracas, Venezuela, 
and William and Patricia 
Reid-Merritt, residents of 
Hamilton, New Jersey. Dar- 



line S. de Cuba, represent- Aruba Beach and Resort & Aruba to be the “Happy 
ing Aruba Tourism Authority, Casino. Island”, the great weather, 

and Linda Garcia of Guest The top reasons for return- and Friendly Aruban Hospi- 
Relations conducted the ing provided by the hon- tality, white sand beaches 
ceremony at Renaissance orees were they consider and the local foodO 


PRESENTACION DEL LIBRO 


Jueves 23 de Agosto, 2012 
a las 6:00 pm 


El General Carlos Penaloza, 
ex comandante del Ejercito 
Venezolano invita a la 
presentacion de su libro 
"El Imperio de Fidel" 
a celebrarse 
en la biblioteca del 
Paradise Beach Villa Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd # 64, 
Eagle Beach, Aruba - 
Tel: 587-4000. 

El autor dictara una 
conferencia de 45 minutos 
sobre el tema y firmara libros a 
los compradores. 

El libro explica los origenes del 
interes de Fidel en el petroleo 
venezolano que ha conducido 
a la aparicion de Chavez en 
ese pais 

Los esperamos! 


EL 


DLFIDEL 


Petroleo 
e injerenria cubana 
en Venezuela 


Genera/ Carlos Penaloza 
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Every Thursday night in San Nicolas: 

Taste Aruba’s Caribbean at the Carubbian Festival! 



The Carubbian Festival invites you to a taste of Aruba, 
San Nicolas Style! Every week the Carubbian Festival of¬ 
fers guests hours of Carnival-Style entertainment featuring 
lively performances with hot Caribbean flavor! 

Performing Thursday night this week on the Main Stage is 
“YOUTH EXTREME”, as well as a soloist performance by “ 
RAMPHYS TROMP"; Dance Groups “THE SUPER DANCERS” 
and “MASIDURI” will get your body moving; on the CMB 
Plaza “BITO & THE BOYS” will delight with his steel drums; 
and on the Main Street the party will surely get into the 
groove with “NOS CULTURA” and the “OBS BRASSBAND”! 
Don’t miss this truly tropical experience at the Carubbian 
Festival: Thursday NightO 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 



GRANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home or 
Driftwood Fishing Chariest, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oronjestast. 

DrillwOad owner Herby 


MerryweoMier ho? o love 

ond passion tor fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, whal put local 
waters have to- offer ond 
who! the words "fresh sea¬ 
food" really mean . 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in hfs restQlnqnl on 
the some day, Herby loves 
la share his fishing passion 
with (he many visitors to the 
island. His fleet oF a 35 ft 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Ppsl yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I ond li. 
is avaSable for charters on 
a daily basis from Sam fa 
12 npan pad frpm 1 pm tp 




o 
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t*B$ 10,000 .- ll 

IlFlM* 

m 


WtarHHl oMnM LUHH MdrSflO Gidup Blue Marlin R«le(il*l0wMarttfthl 2Wt 


5pm. 

Caleb your own dinner 

A charier fine lades: 
captain, male, all fishing 
equipment, bail, sodas and 
Pol fled water. On a fui day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also Included, 
You con coll Herby aireclty 
ai (29?) 592 *&+£> or go lo 
www.drit1wa odaruba.cafn. 

Drillwoad Restaurant 


This outhenlic Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
en, characteristic downtown 
Oronjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as □ 
defciaus 4-course menu for 
just $25.95 

Charter deep sea fishing 

rales: 

$4Q0- 1/2 day 


$760- fun doy 
Rotes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Arvban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipslraat 12. 
Downtown Oru n estop 
Tel; (297) 553 J515 
www .drirtwoodarjoo.com 

Opening hours: every doy. 
From 5pm li) 10:3Gpm. 
Sunday Closed. 











































Rory Mcllroy of Northern 
Ireland holds up the 
championship trophy 
after the final round of the 
PGA Championship golf 
tournament on the Ocean 
Course of the Kiawah Island 
Golf Resort in Kiawah Island, 
S.C., Sunday, Aug. 12, 2012. 
Associated Press 

A rivalry taking 
root between 
Tiger, Mcllroy 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

FARMINGDALE, New York 
(AP) — The message from 
Jack Nicklaus still resonates 
with Tiger Woods. 

They were chatting during 
a practice round at the 
Presidents Cup nine years 
ago in South Africa when 
the topic turned to the vari¬ 
ous rivals Nicklaus faced 
over a 25-year stretch of 
winning majors. Nicklaus 
told him that day, “Just 
make sure you're always 
part of the conversation.” 
Woods was reminded of 
that chat Wednesday at 
The Barclays, when he 
stood in the back of the 
room as PGA champion 
Rory Mcllroy finished up his 
interview. 

Mcllroy is his latest rival. It’s 
the first time Woods has 
faced a serious challenger 
who was younger than him. 
“I always wanted to be 
part of that conversation,” 
Woods said after his pro- 
am round at Bethpage 
Black. 


Continued on Page 18 
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Tapia’s wife: Boxer died from heart problems 


RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex¬ 
ico (AP) — Former boxing 
champion Johnny Tapia 
died from heart disease and 
high blood pressure and 
not from a drug overdose, 
his widow said Wednesday. 
Speaking during a press 
conference at the late 
boxer's Albuquerque gym, 
Teresa Tapia said that an 
autopsy report showed that 
the death was accidental 
and was a result of heart 
problems and the onset of 
Hepatitis C, likely from the 
many tattoos the boxer 
had. Teresa Tapia shared 
the newly released autopsy 
report with reporters at a 
press conference and said 


she was doing it to dispel 
the myth that her husband, 
who had struggled with 
cocaine abuse in the past, 
died in May after using ille¬ 
gal drugs. 

“This (report) shows that he 
did not die of a drug over¬ 
dose,” Teresa Tapia said. “It 
doesn’t make the pain go 
away, but I felt I needed to 
say that.” 

Investigators found one Hy- 
drocodone tablet, a pain¬ 
killer, on the floor beside 
his body. They said there 
were no indications of an 
overdose or alcohol use, 
but that the 45-year-old for¬ 
mer fighter likely developed 
medical complications 
from past illegal drug use. 
Teresa Tapia said her hus- 
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In this Feb. 21,2007 file 
photo, boxing champion 
Johnny Tapia reacts during 
an interview in Albuquerque, 
N.M. The wife of the late Tapia 
is slated to discuss details 
surrounding the sudden death 
of the six-time world boxing 
champion. 

Associated Press 


band was taking medica¬ 
tion for his bipolar disorder 
and for his high blood pres¬ 
sure. Sam Kassicieh, the 
boxer's former personal 
physician and friend, said 
after reading the report he 
believe that Johnny Tapia’s 
use of illegal drugs prob¬ 
ably played a role in his 
death, but that it was not 
the sole reason. Ask if there 
was anything Johnny Tapia 
could have done to pre¬ 
vent his death, Kassicieh 
said no. “His blood pressure 
was under control," said 
Kassicieh, who saw John¬ 
ny Tapia four days before 
his death. “Nothing could 
have been done.” 

Johnny Tapia won several 
championships in three 


weight classes, winning the 
WBA bantamweight title, 
the IBF and WBO junior ban¬ 
tamweight titles and the IBF 
featherweight belt. 

But his life was also marked 
by tragedy. He was or¬ 
phaned at 8, his mother 
stabbed 26 times with a 
screwdriver and left to die. 
During his professional ca¬ 
reer, he was banned from 
boxing for 3 1 /2 years in the 
early ‘90s because of his 
cocaine addiction. 

And in 2007, he was hospi¬ 
talized after an apparent 
cocaine overdose. 

Teresa Tapia said she be¬ 
lieved that not only had his 
past drug abuse caught up 
to him but also the pressures 
of his hard life. □ 



Tiger Woods, right, and his caddie Joe LaCava watch one of 
their playing partners on the first tee of The Barclays Pro-Am 
golf tournament at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, N.Y., 
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Rivalry 

Continued from page 17 


“That's the neat thing about 
what Jack had done. He 
crossed generations, and 
when you’re a part of that 
conversation for the better 
part of 25 years, that's say¬ 
ing something. I was kind 
of hoping when I started 
off my career I’d be part of 
that conversation for that 
length of time.” 

Mcllroy, coming off an 
eight-shot win at Kiawah 
Island for his second major, 
considers it a compliment 
that he would be men¬ 
tioned alongside Woods, 
and he is respectful of ev¬ 
erything Woods has ac¬ 
complished in 17 incom¬ 
parable years on the PGA 
Tour. 

But the 23-year-old from 
Northern Ireland can have 
a little fun. 

Woods and Mcllroy will be 
playing together the open¬ 
ing two rounds of The Bar¬ 
clays because the tour 
groups players based on 
their FedEx Cup standings 
during the playoffs. Woods 
is No. 1 for the fourth time 
in the six-year history of this 
series, while Mcllroy is No. 3. 
Zach Johnson will be along 
for the ride. 

Mcllroy was asked if he 
looked forward to play¬ 
ing with Woods, and how 
much he would love to 
face him next month in 
Sunday singles in the Ryder 


Cup at Medinah. 

“It really focuses you from 
the get-go, a pairing like 
that,” he said. “I feel ev¬ 
ery time I've played with 
Tiger, he's sort of brought 
the best out of me. I really 
feel focused and obviously 
want to play well. I’m look¬ 
ing forward to it. I really 
enjoy his company. I know 
we’ll have a good time out 
there.” 

About that point, he no¬ 
ticed Woods had come 
into the room and was 
waiting by the back door. 
“I’m keeping him waiting 
here,” Mcllroy said. “So I'll 
stop talking about him." 
Not so fast. 

About that singles match 
at the Ryder Cup everyone 
would love to see? 

“Yeah, I’d love to go out 


there,” Mcllroy said. “I’d 
love Tiger to go out first 
and kick his (behind).” 
Woods joined in the spon¬ 
taneous laughter. Mcllroy 
finished up his interview a 
few minutes later, and as 
he moved away from the 
table, he waited by the 
door until Woods walked 
by and they slapped 
hands. If a rivalry blossoms, 
all indications are it will be 
a friendly one. 

There was a tense mo¬ 
ment two years ago, when 
Woods’ game was at its 
lowest level and Mcllroy 
was quoted as saying he 
would love to face Woods 
in the Ryder Cup unless his 
game rapidly improved. 
Woods was coming off 
the highest score of his 
professional career. It was 


reminiscent of when Ste¬ 
phen Ames poked fun at 
Woods' accuracy before 
they faced each other in 
the first round of the Match 
Play Championship. Woods 
won, 9 and 8. 

This was different. Woods' 
initial reaction to the com¬ 
ment was, “At least Rory 
said, ‘Unless my game im¬ 
proves.’” They didn’t play 
each other that week in 
Wales. 

Now, the anticipation is 
building for the first round 
Thursday at Bethpage 
Black, where Woods won 
the U.S. Open in 2002 and 
tied for sixth when it last 
came to Long Island during 
a rainy week in 2009. 

The Black doesn’t need to 
have a U.S. Open to be a 
tough test. The greens are 
not as firm. The rough is 
not as dense, though it still 
should be avoided. 

Woods and Mcllroy in the 
same group has taken fo¬ 
cus away from the start of 
these playoffs. The top 100 
in the standings advance 
to the second round at the 
Deutsche Bank Champi¬ 
onship, and then the top 
70 move on to the BMW 
Championship. The top 30 
reach the FedEx Cup finale 
at the Tour Championship, 
and the winner gets $10 
million, the richest payoff in 
golf. 

There are sure to be a few 
long shots who advance, 
like Heath Slocum three 
years ago when he won 


The Barclays. Some guys 
might not make it out of the 
first round. 

For now, there are only Ti¬ 
ger and Rory. 

“He's a great kid and it's 
great to be around him,” 
Woods said. “What an 
amazing talent he really is. I 
just hope that everyone just 
lets him grow and develop 
as a player because it’s go¬ 
ing to be fun to see over the 
next 20 years how this kid's 
career is going to pan out.” 
From the time he turned 
pro. Woods had a revolv¬ 
ing door of rivals — Ernie Els, 
David Duval, Phil Mickelson, 
Vijay Singh. None of them 
lasted very long. What 
makes Mcllroy more com¬ 
pelling as a rival is that he is 
a generation younger. 

In recent history, those rival¬ 
ries turn out the best. Nick- 
laus was 10 years younger 
than Arnold Palmer when 
they battled at the U.S. 
Opens and Masters. Nick- 
laus was 10 years older than 
Tom Watson when Watson 
got him at the Masters and 
British Open. 

By winning the PGA Cham¬ 
pionship, Mcllroy collect¬ 
ed his second major at a 
slightly younger age than 
Woods. 

More significant, how¬ 
ever, is that Mcllroy twice 
has won majors by blow¬ 
ing away the field by eight 
shots. In the last 35 years, 
only Woods had won a 
major by that many shots 
(three times). □ 
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Bartolo Colon suspended 
50 games for positive test 



Oakland Athletics pitcher Bartolo Colon works against the Cleveland Indians in the first inning of 
a baseball game Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012, in Oakland, Calif. 


janie McCauley 
AP Baseball Writer 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Former Cy Young Award 
winner Bartolo Colon of 
the Oakland Athletics was 
suspended for 50 games 
Wednesday after testing 
positive for testosterone. 
Major League Baseball 
made the announcement 
one week after All-Star 
game MVP Melky Cabrera 
of the San Francisco Giants 
received a 50-game sus¬ 
pension following a posi¬ 
tive test for the same sub¬ 
stance. 

“I apologize to the fans, to 
my teammates and to the 
Oakland A's," Colon said 
in a statement released by 
the players’ association. “I 
accept responsibility for my 
actions and I will serve my 
suspension as required by 
the joint drug program.” 

Fie will miss the final 40 
games of the regular sea¬ 
son and the first 10 games 
of the postseason if Oak¬ 
land advances that far. 
Any remainder of the sus¬ 
pension would be served 
in a future season, if Colon 
signs another major league 


contract. 

“It’s a shock,” Oakland re¬ 
liever Grant Balfour said. 
“Fle’s a guy that we’re defi¬ 
nitely relying on right now. 
I guess you could say it’s 
bad timing any time, but 
especially now.” 

Oakland, which hasn’t 
made the playoffs since 
2006, began Wednesday 
a half-game out in the AL 
wild-card race. The A’s 
were preparing for an after¬ 
noon series finale against 
Minnesota when they got 
the news from clubhouse 
televisions. A closed-door 
team meeting was called. 
“The Oakland Athletics are 
disappointed to learn of 
today's suspension,” the 
team said in a statement. 
General manager Billy 
Beane received word from 
MLB earlier Wednesday 
and began searching for a 
starter to take Colon’s turn 
in the rotation Thursday at 
Tampa Bay. Tyson Ross will 
be called up from Triple-A 
Sacramento. Beane ad¬ 
dressed the A’s in the club¬ 
house before the team 
took the field for pregame 
warmups. 


“Listen, it's disappointing. 
From a baseball stand¬ 
point, we're scrambling," 
Beane said. “We're all dis¬ 
appointed, not just for the 
Giants and the A's, but for 
baseball.” 

The 39-year-old Colon is 
10-9 with a 3.43 ERA in 24 
starts this season, his first 
with the A’s, and has a 171 - 
122 record in 15 big league 
seasons. 

A two-time All-Star, the 


burly right-hander won the 
2005 American League Cy 
Young Award after going 
21-8 for the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels. 

Colon will lose the re¬ 
maining $469,945 of his 
$2 million base salary this 
year. Fie also has earned 
$750,000 in performance 
bonuses based on starts 
and $150,000 based on 
innings, which are not im¬ 
pacted. Thursday's start 


Associated Press 

would have earned him 
another $250,000, and the 
suspension will cost him the 
chance to make $850,000 
in additional bonuses 
based on innings. 

Manager Bob Melvin 
hadn’t spoken to Colon as 
of late morning Wednes¬ 
day. 

“It is what it is. We certainly 
don’t support the actions, 
but you have to move for¬ 
ward,” Melvin said.Q 


NL Capsules 

Nationals extend lead over 
Braves with 4-1 victory 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Stephen Strasburg pre¬ 
pares to throws in the rain during the second inning of a base¬ 
ball game with the Atlanta Braves at Nationals Park on Tuesday, 
Aug. 21, 2012, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg struck out 
10 batters and allowed 
one run in six innings for his 
15th win, helping the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals beat the 
Atlanta Braves 4-1 on Tues¬ 
day. 

For weeks, the impend¬ 
ing shutdown of Strasburg 
(15-5) has been the talk 


of baseball and though 
the Nationals haven’t said 
exactly what their limit for 
the star right-hander is, it’s 
thought to be between 160 
and 180 innings. After this 
start, his fourth straight win, 
when he allowed four hits 
and walked one, he has 
thrown 145 1-3 innings. 

Talk of his innings limit over¬ 


shadowed discussion of the 
NL East race. Washington's 
win gave the Nationals 
a seven-game lead over 
second-place Atlanta, 
their largest of the season. 
Ian Desmond and Jesus 
Flores homered for Wash¬ 
ington. Tyler Clippard 
pitched the ninth for his 
28th save in 32 opportuni¬ 
ties. 

Paul Maholm (11-8) al¬ 
lowed four runs and seven 
hits in seven innings for the 
Braves, who have lost four 
straight. 

REDS 5, PHILLIES 4 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Zack 
Cozart hit a tiebreaking 
homer on Jonathan Papel- 
bon’s first pitch in the ninth, 
and Cincinnati snapped a 
seven-game losing streak 


against Philadelphia. 

Kevin Frandsen hit a tying 
RBI triple off Jonathan Brox- 
ton in the eighth, but the NL 
Central-leading Reds went 
up to stay on Cozart’s shot 
off Papelbon (3-5). 

Cliff Lee took a shutout into 
the seventh before allow¬ 
ing three runs to remain 
winless at home this season. 
The Reds took a 4-3 lead 
when Todd Frazier con¬ 
nected off Antonio Bas- 
tardo with two outs in the 
eighth for his 18th hom¬ 
er. The Phillies answered 
against Broxton (2-1). Do- 
monic Brown hit a two-out 
single, and Frandsen tripled 
down the right-field line. 
Reds starter Homer Bailey 
gave up three runs and 
seven hits in 6 1-3 innings. 


Aroldis Chapman finished 
for his 30th save in 34 tries. 
CARDINALS 7, ASTROS 0 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Adam 
Wainwright matched his 
career high with 12 strike¬ 
outs in a five-hitter and the 
Cardinals bounced back 
from Sunday's 19-inning 
loss. Skip Schumaker and 
Yadier Molina had two RBIs 
apiece for St. Louis, which 
led 6-0 after three innings 
against rookie Lucas Har¬ 
rell. Wainwright (12-10) 
threw his second shutout 
and third complete game 
of the season. 

The Astros have been out- 
scored 15-1 in two games 
under interim manager 
Tony DeFrancesco, who 
held a team meeting prior 
to the game. □ 
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Azarenka seeded No. 1, 
Radwanska No. 2 for Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — Top- 
ranked Victoria Azarenka 
will be seeded No. 1 at 
the U.S. Open, with 2006 
champion Maria Sharapo¬ 
va at No. 3, and three-time 
winner Serena Williams at 
No. 4. 

The U.S. Tennis Association 
announced the seedings 
Wednesday, strictly follow¬ 
ing this week's WTA rank¬ 
ings. 

Azarenka, who won the 
Australian Open in Janu¬ 
ary, is followed by No. 2 
Agnieszka Radwanska, the 
runner-up to Williams at 
Wimbledon last month. 
Defending U.S. Open 
champion Sam Stosur 
is seeded seventh, and 
three-time winner Kim Cli- 
jsters is No. 23. 

Venus Williams, who won 
the Open in 2000 and 
2001, is ranked 47th and is 



Victoria Azarenka, from 
Belarus, serves to Tamira 
Paszek, from Austria, during 
their match at the Rogers Cup 
women’s tennis tournament, 
Thursday, Aug. 9, 2012, in 
Montreal. 

Associated Press 

unseeded. 

The USTA said Tuesday that 
Roger Federer is seeded 
No. 1 among the men. 

The draw is Thursday. Play 
begins Monday. □ 


Nadal-del Potro, 
Williams-Azarenka at 
MSG in March 



Juan Martin del Potro, from Argentina, returns a serve against 
Novak Djokovic, from Serbia, during a semifinal match at the 
Western & Southern Open tennis tournament, Saturday, Aug. 18, 
2012, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal is heading to the 
Big Apple to play tennis — 
only it'll be for an exhibition 
match next March, not the 
U.S. Open next week. 
Nadal, who pulled out of 
the year's last Grand Slam 
tournament because of 
knee trouble, is scheduled 
to face 2009 U.S. Open 
champion Juan Martin del 
Potro in the BNP Paribas 
Showdown at Madison 
Square Garden on March 


4. Nadal has won 11 Grand 
Slam titles. 

Serena Williams, a 14-time 
major champion, will play 
top-ranked Victoria Aza¬ 
renka that night in another 
exhibition match at the 
arena used by the NBA's 
Knicks and NHL’s Rangers. 
Tickets go on sale Oct. 9. 
Williams beat sister Venus 
at MSG in 2009. Nadal, del 
Potro and Azarenka will be 
playing at the Garden for 
the first time. □ 


Winston-Salem Open 
Roddick upset by Darcis 



Andy Roddick prepares to return a shot during his third round 
match against Steve Darcis at the Winston-Salem Open tennis 
tournament in Winston-Salem, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012. 
Associated Press 


WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP) 

— Andy Roddick was elimi¬ 
nated from the Winston-Sa¬ 
lem Open on Wednesday, 
losing a third-round match 
to Belgium’s Steve Darcis in 
straight sets. 

The fifth-seeded Roddick, 
a former world No. 1 player 
now ranked 21st, fell to the 
81 st-ranked Darcis 7-6 (8-6), 
7-6 (7-3) in the final hard- 
court tournament before 
next week's U.S. Open in 
Flushing Meadow, N.Y. 

"I did not expect this,” 
Darcis said in his heavily- 
accented English. "When I 
came here, I was not play¬ 
ing so good. 

But I had two good first 
matches, and here I play 
very good tennis. I served 
very good, and I tried to be 
aggressive when I could. 
"OK, Andy didn't play his 
best tennis, but for me it's 
a great win, especially be¬ 
fore the U.S. Open.” 
Roddick had 13 aces - the 
fastest recorded at 135 
mph - but the 2003 U.S. 
Open champion struggled 
to find consistency with his 
ground strokes and Darcis’ 
short game, whose drop 
shots caught Roddick flat- 
footed several times. 
Roddick’s frustration was 
evident during Wednes¬ 


day’s match - he smashed 
his racket after losing the 
first set, and argued with 
chair umpire Carlos Ber- 
nardes on a let serve call 
early in the second. 

"I served OK, but I didn’t 
return too well and I wasn’t 
hitting the ball clean out 
there today,” said Roddick, 
who had beaten Darcis in 
two previous meetings. 

"If I don’t lose serve, I 
should do fine, and I didn’t. 
That just speaks to how far 
off the rest of my game was 
today.” 

Other winners in the third 
round Wednesday includ¬ 


ed fourth-seeded Alex- 
andr Dolgopolov of theU- 
kraine and seventh-seeded 
Sam Querrey. Dolgopolov 
beat 14th-seeded Da¬ 
vid Nalbandian ofArgen- 
tina 6-3, 6-4, and Querrey 
downed ninth-seeded Fe¬ 
liciano Lopez of Spain 6-3, 
6-4. 

Among the players in eve¬ 
ning matches at the Wake 
Forest Tennis Complex are 
defending championJohn 
Isner, the tournament’s No. 
3 seed; top seed Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga of France and sixth- 
seededMarcel Granol- 
lers of Spain.Q 


NHL collective bargaining 
talks canceled for day 


TORONTO (AP) — NHL col¬ 
lective bargaining talks 
were canceled Wednes¬ 
day after top executives 
from the league and play¬ 
ers' union held an im¬ 
promptu morning meeting 
to discuss the status of the 
negotiations. 

NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman and deputy com¬ 
missioner Bill Daly spent 
about two hours with play¬ 
ers’ association executive 
director Donald Fehr and 
his brother Steve Fehr, the 
union's No. 2 man. 

“I think more than anything 
else it was to review where 
we are in the process, 
where we've come from. 


where we are with the vari¬ 
ous proposals and to de¬ 
termine how to move the 
process forward in the best 
way possible — hoping and 
understanding that both 
sides are committed to us¬ 
ing the time left to making 
a deal as quickly as pos¬ 
sible,” Daly said. 

The clock is ticking. The cur¬ 
rent agreement is set to 
expire Sept. 15, when the 
NHL says it will lock out the 
players if a new deal hasn’t 
been reached. 

Formal talks between the 
two sides were slated to 
resume Wednesday after¬ 
noon, but they have now 
been postponed until Thurs¬ 


day morning. 

The private meeting be¬ 
tween the four main princi¬ 
pals was kept quiet as me¬ 
dia gathered at the NHLPA 
head office in anticipation 
of the afternoon talks. 

Daly said the two sides 
would discuss some key is¬ 
sues Thursday. 

“I think system-related pro¬ 
posals and economical 
proposals are the most criti¬ 
cal issues and probably the 
issues where we have the 
widest divergence of views 
currently,” Daly said. 

“I'm all in favor of spend¬ 
ing as much time as pos¬ 
sible trying to bridge those 
gaps.” □ 
























WNBA Roundup 

Los Angeles wins 7th 
straight, beat Indiana 


The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los An- 

geles' Kristi Toliver scored 21 
points to lead all five start¬ 
ers in double-digit scoring 
as the Sparks beat Indiana 
Fever 79-69 on Tuesday to 
notch their seventh straight 
win. 

Candace Parker scored 15 
points for the Sparks, who 
are on their longest winning 
streak since 2006. 

Katie Douglas led the Fever 
with 22 points. 

For Los Angeles, the bad 
news is they are making little 
headway into Minnesota’s 
Western Conference lead 
because the Lynx have a 


five-game winning streak 
of their own after the 86-73 
win over Seattle Storm. 
Seimone Augustus (22 
points) and Maya Moore 
(20 points) each sank four 
3-pointers for the Lynx, who 
have the league's best re¬ 
cord and have already 
clinched a playoff berth. 
Both those winning streaks 
were overshadowed by 
San Antonio, which made 
it 12 on the trot by beating 
the Washington Mystics 75- 
72. 

Becky Hammon scored 22 
points for the Silver Stars, 
who had to work hard late 


to extend the streak as the 
visitors finished strongly. 

The Eastern Conference¬ 
leading Connecticut Sun 
also had to scramble 
against a lowly opponent, 
needing overtime to beat 
the Shock 82-80. Kara Law- 
son made a wide-open 
3-pointer from the left cor¬ 
ner with 11.8 seconds left in 
overtime. 

In Tuesday’s other game, 
Cappie Pondexter scored 
25 points and Plenette 
Pierson added 21 to lead 
New York over Chicago 77- 
67. The Sky has lost seven 
straight.Q 


Degenkolb sprints to 2nd 
Spanish Vuelta leg win 



Spain La Vuelta Cyclists Argos-Shimano’s Team John Degenkolb 
from Germany, centre, celebrates after winning thefifth stage, 168 
kilometers (104,3 miles), of the Spanish Vuelta cycling, with begin- 
ningandendinLogrono, northern Spain, Wednesday, Aug.22,2012. 
Associated Press 


LOGRONO, Spain (AP) — 
John Degenkolb sprinted 
to his second stage vic¬ 
tory at the Spanish Vuelta 
Wednesday as Joaquin 
Rodriguez maintained his 
overall lead after a straight¬ 
forward fifth leg. 

The Argos-Shimano cyclist 
burst over the finish ahead 
of Daniele Bennati of Italy 
and fellow German rider 
Gianni Meersman to cap 
a 167-kilometer (104 miles) 
ride that took 4 hours, 10 
minutes, 37 seconds. 

“It was unbelievable, it was 
so fast,” Degenkolb said of 
the finish. “My team put me 
in such a great position I just 
had to sprint the last 200 
meters.” 

The looping ride around 
Logrono, in the heart of 
Spain’s La Rioja wine region, 
provided few changes to 
the overall leaderboard, 
which was re-shaped by 
a crash in Tuesday’s fourth 
stage. 

Rodriguez maintains a one- 
second advantage over 
Tour de France runner-up 
Christopher Froome of Sky 
and five-second lead over 
Alberto Contador of Saxo- 


Bank. Rabobank's Dutch 
pair Bauke Mollema and 
Robert Gesink were a fur¬ 
ther nine seconds behind 
Rodriguez, who was eyeing 
Thursday’s mountain-top 
stage finish at Jaca as an 
opportunity to strengthen 
his advantage. 

Rodriguez took the overall 
lead after Alejandro Val- 
verde of Movistar dropped 
36 seconds to fall back into 


ninth place because of 
Tuesday’s crash. Valverde 
accused Sky of failing to 
show proper etiquette by 
stopping to let Valverde re¬ 
join the leading group. 

“His version may be the 
most accurate, but (to stop 
or not) is a debate,” said 
Rodriguez, the runner-up at 
May's Giro d'ltalia. 

The 21-stage race ends on 
Sept. 9 in MadridO 
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Tulsa Shock’s Ivory Latta, left, and Connecticut Sun’s Allison 
Hightower, right, fight for a loose ball during the second half of a 
WNBA basketball game in Uncasville, Conn., Tuesday, Aug. 21, 
2012. Connecticut won 82-80 in overtime. 

Associated Press 
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US: Alarming increase 
seen in West Nile cases 

MIKE STOBBE Control and Prevention, hot summer have fostered 


AP Medical Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — U S. health 
officials on Wednesday 
reported an alarming in¬ 
crease in the number of 
West Nile cases reported 
so far this year, and one 
expert called it “one of the 
worst” outbreaks since the 
virus appeared in the coun¬ 
try in 1999. Three times the 
usual number of West Nile 
cases — 1,118 illnesses — 
have been reported so far, 
with 41 deaths. 

About half of them have 
been in Texas, according 
to the Centers for Disease 


In an average year, fewer 
than 300 cases are report¬ 
ed this early. 

“We're in the midst of one 
of the largest West Nile 
outbreaks ever seen in the 
United States,” said Dr. Lyle 
Petersen, a CDC official 
who oversees the CDC’s 
mosquito-borne illness pro¬ 
grams. 

Most infections are usu¬ 
ally reported in August and 
September, so it’s too early 
to say how bad this year will 
end up, CDC officials said. 
They think the mild win¬ 
ter, early spring and very 


breeding of mosquitoes 
that pick up the virus from 
birds they bite and then 
spread it to people. 

West Nile virus peaked in 
the U.S. in 2002 and 2003, 
when severe illnesses 
reached nearly 3,000 and 
deaths surpassed 260. Last 
year was mild, with fewer 
than 700 cases. 

Only about one in five in¬ 
fected people get sick. 
One in 150 infected people 
will develop severe symp¬ 
toms including neck stiff¬ 
ness, disorientation, coma 
and paralysis.Q 


Cardiologist issues alert 
on St. Jude heart 


BARRY MEIER 
KATIE THOMAS 
© 2012 New York Times 

A cardiologist who studies 
the safety of heart devices 
said surgeons should stop 
using a component sold by 
St. Jude Medical until more 
is known about the long¬ 
term safety of the device. 
The cardiologist. Dr. Robert 
Hauser of Abbott North¬ 
western Hospital in Minne¬ 
apolis, made his comments 
as a study he conducted 
was published online. His 
research suggests that a 
proprietary material used 
by St. Jude to coat wires 
that connect an implanted 
defibrillator to a patient’s 
heart is breaking down 
prematurely and, in some 
cases, leading to failure of 
the device. The study was 
published by EP Europace, 
a British cardiology journal. 
St. Jude began using the 
coating, which is known as 
Optim, several years ago 
as a means of better pro¬ 
tecting its leads from abra¬ 
sion. But Hauser said a trou¬ 
bling number of cases had 
been reported to the Food 
and Drug Administration in 
which the Optim coating 
appeared to fail. 

“There is no need to use this 
lead until we have more 
confidence in its perfor¬ 
mance,” he said in an inter¬ 
view Monday. 


The company has vigor¬ 
ously defended the safety 
of Optim and its current 
defibrillator lead, which is 
known as the Durata and 
has been implanted in an 
estimated 278,000 patients 


worldwide, according to St. 
Jude. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
the company noted that 
leads from all manufactur¬ 
ers can fail and said the 
Optim coating is 50 times 
more resistant to abrasion 
than silicone, the standard 
coating. St. Jude also said 
its product registries are 
monitoring 11,000 patients 
with the company’s current 


device 

generation of leads, and it 
recently announced that it 
would follow patients in the 
registry with Optim-coated 
leads “indefinitely.” 

“St. Jude Medical is com¬ 
mitted to continuing to 


make significant invest¬ 
ments in technologies and 
post-market surveillance 
studies to further advance 
our insight into the perfor¬ 
mance of our leads, and 
to improve patient safety," 
the company said in the 
statement. 

The release of Hauser’s re¬ 
port has been highly antici¬ 
pated by doctors and Wall 
Street analysts.□ 


*1 



Dr. Robert Hauser, a cardiologist at Abbott Northwestern 
Hospital in Minneapolis, in Litchfield, Minn., Aug. 21, 2012. 
Hauser says that a material sold by St. Jude Medical in a 
defibrillator that connects to a patient’s heart may be breaking 
down prematurely. 

(Craig Lassig/The New York Times) 


Personal Health: 

Radiation soars, with 
risk often neglected 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2012 New York Times 

Radiation, like alcohol, is 
a double-edged sword. 
It has indisputable medi¬ 
cal advantages: Radiation 
can reveal hidden prob¬ 
lems, from broken bones 
and lung lesions to heart 
defects and tumors. And it 
can be used to treat and 
sometimes cure certain 
cancers. 

But it also has a potentially 
serious medical downside: 
the ability to damage DNA 
and, 10 to 20 years later, to 
cause cancer. 

CT scans alone, which de¬ 
liver 100 to 500 times the 
radiation associated with 
an ordinary X-ray and now 
provide three-fourths of 
Americans’ radiation ex¬ 
posure, are believed to ac¬ 
count for 1.5 percent of all 
cancers that occur in the 
United States. 

Recognition of this hazard 
and alarm over recent in¬ 
creases in radiological im¬ 
aging have prompted nu¬ 
merous experts, including 
some radiologists, to call for 
more careful consideration 
before ordering tests that 
involve radiation. 

“All imaging has increased, 
but CTs account for the 
bulk of it,” said Dr. Re¬ 
becca Smith-Bindman, a 
specialist in radiology and 
biomedical imaging at the 
University of California, San 
Francisco. 

“There’s clearly widespread 
overuse. More than 10 per¬ 
cent of patients each year 
are receiving very high ra¬ 
diation exposures." 

The trick to using medical 
radiation appropriately, 
experts say, is to balance 
the potential risks against 
known benefits. 

But despite the astronomi¬ 
cal rise in recent years in 
the use of radiation to ob¬ 
tain medical images, this 
balancing act is too often 
ignored. The consequenc¬ 
es include unnecessary 
medical costs and risks to 
the future health of pa¬ 
tients. 

Both doctors and patients 
have a responsibility to bet¬ 
ter understand the benefits 



Although the cancer-causing 
effects of radiation are 
cumulative, no one keeps 
track of how much radiation 
patients have already been 
exposed to when a new 
imaging exam is ordered. 
(Yvetta Fedorova/The New 
York Times) 

and risks and to consider 
them carefully before doc¬ 
tors order and patients un¬ 
dergo a radiation-based 
procedure. 

Patients may be surprised 
to learn that some of the 
newest uses of radiologi¬ 
cal imaging, including CT 
scans of coronary arteries 
to look for calcium buildup, 
have not yet been tested 
in scientifically designed 
clinical trials, and thus their 
true benefits are at best a 
guess. 

Experts have estimated 
that widespread use of cor¬ 
onary artery scans, which 
deliver 600 times the radia¬ 
tion of a chest X-ray, could 
result in 42 additional cases 
of cancer for every 100,000 
men who have the proce¬ 
dure, and 62 cases for ev¬ 
ery 100,000 women who 
do. 

For every 1,000 people 
undergoing a cardiac CT 
scan, the radiation adds 
one extra case of cancer 
to the 420 that would nor¬ 
mally occur. 

This risk may seem inconse¬ 
quential, but not to some¬ 
one who gets a cancer 
that could have been pre¬ 
vented. 

Complicating the matter 
is the enormous variation - 
sometimes tenfold or more 
- in the amounts of radia¬ 
tion to which patients are 
exposed from the same 
procedure at different in¬ 
stitutions, or even at the 
same institution at different 
times. □ 
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Holograms present celebs with new afterlife issues 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
Tupac Shakur rose from the 
stage in the California des¬ 
ert earlier this year, it was 
not only a jaw-dropping 
resurrection, but also the 
beginning of a new form of 
live entertainment. 

“Come with me,” the digi¬ 
tal Shakur called out, not 
just to tens of thousands of 
screaming fans but seem¬ 
ingly to other artists. 

Follow, they will. Elvis Pres¬ 
ley’s estate announced it 
has authorized holograms 
of the King of Rock, Mari¬ 
lyn Monroe’s estate has 
expressed interest and 
there's no shortage of oth¬ 
er beloved stars whose fans 
would die to see them per¬ 
form again. 

Advances in digital artistry 
make it all possible, pre¬ 
senting celebrity estates 
with new commercial and 
creative opportunities, but 
also some ethical quanda¬ 
ries. 

“I think we’ve scratched 
the surface with Tupac,” 
said Dylan Brown, a film¬ 
maker who along with di¬ 
rector Philip Atwell and ef¬ 
fects studio Digital Domain 
helped bring the Shakur 
hologram to life. “If it’s 
done tastefully, like Tupac 
was done tastefully, I think it 
could be a wonderful form 
of entertainment." 

Brown, owner of The Yard 
Entertainment, and Atwell, 
owner of Geronimo Films, 
had each toyed with the 
idea of using holograms 
in concerts for a decade, 
but the technology wasn’t 
there. Brown, who works 
closely with Snoop Dogg 
and Atwell, who collabo¬ 
rates with Dr. Dre, knew that 
once they chose Shakur for 
the holographic debut, it 
had to be more than just 
a technological marvel. 



In this photo taken Tuesday, June 12, 2012, Dylan Brown, left, founder of The Yard Entertainment, 
and Philip Atwell, owner of Geronimo Films, pose with models of the Tupac Shakur hologram at the 
Subtractive Studio in Santa Monica, Calif. 

Associated Press 


“We wanted to be really re¬ 
spectful of the family fore¬ 
most,” said Atwell. “We just 
wanted to do something 
that wasn’t in bad taste.” 
Reaction to the Shakur ho¬ 
logram was huge, with the 
performance garnering 15 
million YouTube hits within 
48 hours and winning a top 
award at the creative mar¬ 
keting gathering Cannes 
Lions. 

“You start to open up a 
whole new universe of legal 
questions,” said Ed Ulbrich, 
Chief Creative Officer of 
Digital Domain, which is 
also working on the Presley 
holograms. “As such, we 
have no intentions of doing 
anything other than being 
utterly respectful of these 
legends and icons.” 
Because it's two-dimen¬ 
sional, the Shakur perform¬ 
er isn’t a true hologram, 
which, by definition, is a 
3-D image (Ulbrich notes 
the technology isn’t quite 
there for that). But it’s a 
vivid digital creation that 


audiences are far more 
accustomed to seeing in 
movies — except there is 
no screen. 

Brown and Atwell say part 
of its challenge was inte¬ 
grating Shakur’s perfor¬ 
mance into the larger show 
featuring Snoop Dogg, Dr. 
Dre and others. 

Shakur's entry and exit had 
to be carefully planned to 
fit into the show, with the 
creators opting to have 
his image burst apart into 
a cloud of gold specks. 
Brown and Atwell said the 
dissolve seemed most ap¬ 
propriate. “Fie has a mys¬ 
tique and that aura that 
kind of transcends death 
even," Brown said. Stars 
wield extensive control 
over how their names, voic¬ 
es and images are used 
after they die through like¬ 
ness, trademark and copy¬ 
right protections, and now 
holograms offer them yet 
another consideration. 
Before digital filmmaking, 
attorney Laura Zwicker said 


the question for her clients 
boiled down to “Could 
you use my photograph?” 
Now, they have to consider 
whether they’ll be returned 
to the big screen, inserted 
in commercials or put back 
on stage, said Zwicker a 
strategic wealth planner 
in the Los Angeles office of 
the firm Greenberg Glusker. 
Celebrity likeness rights 
vary around the country, 
with stars’ estates in Cali¬ 
fornia enjoying 70 years 
of protection. Indiana of¬ 
fers 100 years and 16 other 
states have laws protect¬ 
ing celebrities’ likenesses, 
said Jeremiah Reynolds, an 
attorney with the firm Kin- 
sella Weitzman Iser Kump 
and Aldisert. The firm han¬ 
dles numerous intellectual 
property issues, including 
those related to Michael 
Jackson’s estate. While ho¬ 
lograms are likely covered 
by existing laws, potential 
legal challenges will likely 
focus on whether the per¬ 
formance is protected by 


the First Amendment. “You 
get into very subjective ar¬ 
eas about what is artistic,” 
Reynolds said. 

Courts have been divided 
about whether a work fea¬ 
turing a celebrity — or one 
closely based on a star — 
is transformative and war¬ 
rants its own protection, 
or infringement, Reynolds 
said. 

“You get into very subjec¬ 
tive areas about what is 
artistic.” 

Marilyn Monroe’s estate 
threatened legal action 
earlier this year against a 
company claiming it was 
working on a digital show 
using the model-actress’ 
likeness. The technology for 
holograms or other digital 
performances are intrigu¬ 
ing, the estate’s handlers 
at Authentic Brands say, 
but they would only part¬ 
ner with people who could 
make a top-notch product. 
Brown and Atwell said they 
felt enormous pressure to 
make sure the Shakur per¬ 
formance was worthy of 
being an introduction to a 
new form of live entertain¬ 
ment. 

“I also hope that the peo¬ 
ple who do follow us do it 
with the same care and 
the same sense of dedi¬ 
cation because I would 
hate to see a bad version 
of Marilyn Monroe, a bad 
version of Elvis up there,” 
Brown said. Brown and At¬ 
well are proud that Shakur 
is leading the hologram 
revolution. “We’re part of 
the hip hop generation,” 
Brown said. “It shows the 
growth of that culture, of 
that business and it says a 
lot about what we've dedi¬ 
cated part of our lives to.” 
“There was a time, 15 years 
ago, 20 years ago, when 
people were waiting for 
hip hop to disappear,” he 
said.Q 
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Stocks climb from lows after Fed signals help 


PALLAVI GOGOI 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Inves¬ 
tors drew some comfort 
Wednesday from signals 
that the Federal Reserve 
is worried about the slow 
pace of the U.S. economic 
recovery feels more urgen¬ 
cy about providing help. 
Stocks climbed back from 
lows after minutes from 
the last major Fed meeting 
were released. The Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's 500 index, 
down most of the day, eked 
out a gain of 0.32 point to 
1,413.49. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage closed down 30.82 
at 13,172.76. It was down 
as much as 83 points ear¬ 
lier. The Nasdaq composite 
index added 6.41 points to 
3,073.67. 

The price of gold rose, as 
it sometimes does when 
investors think the Fed is 
about to pump money 


into the economy. Gold 
climbed $14 an ounce to 
$1,657, its highest level since 
early May, in trading after 
the day’s official close. 
When investors expect 


stimulus from the Fed, they 
sometimes buy gold in an¬ 
ticipation of a weaker dollar 
or because of inflation fears. 
The minutes, from a meeting 
July 31 and Aug. 1, showed 


that “many members” 
of the Fed’s Open Mar¬ 
ket Committee felt that 
additional action would 
be warranted unless the 
economic recovery shows 
“substantial and sustain¬ 
able strengthening.” 

The minutes also showed 
that many officials fa¬ 
vored pushing any in¬ 
crease in short-term inter¬ 
est rates beyond the Fed’s 
current target of late 2014. 
Many economists think 
the target will be pushed 
to mid-2015. 

Doug Cote, chief mar¬ 
ket strategist at ING In¬ 
vestment Management, 
wondered why the Fed 
needed to act. He said 
major economic data re¬ 
cently, including on jobs 
and consumer spending, 
have showed the recov¬ 
ery picking up. 

“Why do an extraordinary 
form of stimulus in a mod¬ 


erately recovering econo¬ 
my?” he said. 

On Wednesday, the Na¬ 
tional Association of Real¬ 
tors reported that Ameri¬ 
cans bought more homes 
in July than in June and 
prices rose, evidence of a 
recovering housing mar¬ 
ket. The 2.3 percent in¬ 
crease in sales from June 
was the first gain in three 
months. 

But the rate of home sales, 
at 4.47 million annually, 
was below the pace of 
April and May and well 
below the rate of roughly 
5.5 million that economists 
consider healthy. 

“The economic numbers 
haven’t been robust, 
but they’ve been better 
lately,” said Stephen Carl, 
principal and head eq¬ 
uity trader at investment 
bank The Williams Capital 
Group. 

The dollar fell sharply 
against most major cur¬ 
rencies after the Fed min¬ 
utes came out. Additional 
bond purchases by the 
Fed could push interest 
rates lower and weaken 
the dollar. 

The euro rose to $1.2530 in 
late trading from $1.2467 
late Tuesday. The euro 
jumped as high as $1.2538 
after the minutes were re¬ 
leased, its highest against 
the dollar since July 5. 
European markets fell. Eu¬ 
rozone leaders met with 
their counterparts from 
Greece, which has asked 
for more time to meet its 
debt reduction targets. □ 



Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke speaks to educators 
in the board room of the Federal Reserve in Washington. Federal 
Reserve officials spoke with increased urgency Wednesday, Aug. 
22, 2012, at their last meeting about the need to provide more 
help for a weak U.S. economy. The minutes of the July 31 -Aug. 1 
meeting show many members feeling further support would be 
needed “fairly soon” unless the economy improved significantly. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


Analysts: 

Recession likely without US budget accord 


ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A new recession 
is likely if a stalemate over tax and 
spending cuts continues between 
Democrats and Republicans, accord¬ 
ing to dire projections by the nonpar¬ 
tisan U.S. Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice on one of the this year’s defining 
campaign issues. 

In its annual summertime report, the 
budget office said Wednesday that 
letting decade-old tax cuts expire 
and sweeping spending cuts occur in 


January — which will happen without 
congressional action — “would lead 
to economic conditions in 2013 that 
will probably be considered a reces¬ 
sion." If that happened, the economy 
would contract by 0.5 percent — a 
gloomier projection than the budget 
office made earlier this year when it 
envisioned slight growth under that 
scenario. Unemployment would rise to 
around 9 percent by late next year if 
the standoff persists, the analysts said, 
with budget office Director Douglas 
Elmendorf telling reporters that failing 


to resolve it would cost 2 million jobs. 

“I think the stakes of fiscal policy are 
very high right now," Elmendorf said 
at a briefing, adding, “We have very 
serious budget challenges and very 
serious economic challenges in this 
country.” 

The budget office's latest warning 
came amid an election year in which 
neither President Barack Obama 
nor congressional Republicans have 
shown any signs of giving ground in 
their protracted battle over taxes, 
spending and the budget.Q 
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Heineken inches closer to Tiger takeover 


TOBY STERLING 
AP Business Writer 
AMSTERDAM (AP) 

Heineken NV continued to 
inch toward a takeover of 
Tiger beer maker Asian Pa¬ 
cific Breweries on Wednes¬ 
day, revealing that it has 
purchased a 2.68 percent 
stake in the company for 
around $290 million, even 
as it struggles to buy a 
much larger, controlling 
stake, from Singapore's 
Fraser and Neave for $4.7 
billion. 

The news comes on the 
same morning Heineken 
reported weak first-half 
earnings, with margins hurt 
by rising costs, although the 
company did report an in¬ 
crease in sales and market 
share. 

Heineken, which reports 
earnings twice a year, said 
net profit was €783 million 
($976 million), up from €605 


million in the same period 
a year ago. The company 
said profit would have fall¬ 


en around 5 percent if not 
assisted by factors such as 
a €131 million gain from the 


sale of a brewery in the Do¬ 
minican Republic this year, 
and high restructuring costs 


last year. 

Chief Executive Jean- 
Frangois van Boxmeer said 


the Asian Pacific Breweries 
deal was an important part 
of Heineken’s future growth 
plans. 

APB’s business “provides 
direct access to two of 
the world’s most exciting 
growth regions for beer - 
Southeast Asia & the Pacif¬ 
ic Islands, and China,” he 
said in a statement. “We 
are working towards a swift 
completion of the transac¬ 
tion and are looking for¬ 
ward to ongoing growth 
and success in the region, 
led by the Heineken and Ti¬ 
ger brands.” 

The deal has proved diffi¬ 
cult to close. Heineken has 
long been co-controller of 
APB together with F&N. In 
July, Heineken offered S$50 
per share for F&N's 39.7 
percent stake, in a man¬ 
agement-approved deal 
which would have given 
Heineken 81.6 percent. □ 



A worker unloads a truck delivering Heineken and Tiger beer to 
a pub before its opening hours in Singapore. Heineken NV re¬ 
ported weak first-half earnings, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012, with 
margins hurt by rising costs, although the Dutch brewer did re¬ 
port an increase in sales and market share. 

(AP Photo/Wong Maye-E.) 


SEC mandates disclosures on mineral use 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. regulators 
mandated Wednesday that pub¬ 
lic companies disclose information 
about their use of minerals from Con¬ 
go, where militias linked to atrocities 
have profited from mining minerals 
used in electronics, jewelry and other 
goods. The Securities and Exchange 
Commission voted 3-2 to adopt a 
rule under the 2010 financial overhaul 
law. Public companies that use the 


designated minerals from Congo and 
neighboring countries in their prod¬ 
ucts will have to disclose annually 
their efforts to trace the minerals back 
to their sources. The SEC also voted 
2-1 to require producers of oil, natural 
gas or minerals to disclose any pay¬ 
ments involving commercial develop¬ 
ment that they make to the U.S. or a 
foreign government. The payments 
would include taxes, royalties and li¬ 
censing fees. 

The regulators say stricter reporting re¬ 


quirements on mineral use might help 
curb the violence in Congo. They also 
say the rules will make companies 
more accountable to their share¬ 
holders. Some companies have com¬ 
plained about the difficulty of deter¬ 
mining whether, or in what quantity, 
certain products include the affected 
minerals. 

The two Republican SEC commission¬ 
ers, Troy Paredes and Daniel Galla¬ 
gher, opposed the adoption of the 
ruleO 


US home sales rose 2.3%, sign of recovery 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans bought more 
homes in July than in June, 
the latest evidence that 
the housing market is slowly 
recovering. Sales of previ¬ 
ously occupied homes rose 
to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 4.47 million 
in July, a 2.3 percent in¬ 
crease from the previous 
month's rate, the National 
Association of Realtors said 
Wednesday. The indus¬ 
try's recovery has grown 
more consistent, though it 
remains slow and uneven. 
July sales were below the 
4.6 million annual pace 
reached in April and May. 
And the annual sales pace 



A single family home is for sale in the Hollywood area of Los An¬ 
geles. Americans bought more homes in July than in June and 
prices rose, the latest evidence that the housing market is slowly 
recovering. Sales of previously occupied homes rose to 4.47 mil¬ 
lion in July, a 2.3 percent increase from the previous month, the 
National Association of Realtors said Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 


is below the roughly 5.5 mil¬ 
lion that economists consid¬ 
er healthy. The number of 
first-time homebuyers, criti¬ 
cal to a housing rebound, 
rose to 34 percent of sales, 
up slightly from June. In a 
healthy market, first-time 
buyers make up about 40 
percent of sales. Purchases 
are being restrained by low 
levels of homes available 
for sale and by tight credit 
standards. “Rising single¬ 
family home sales indicate 
that households are feeling 
increasingly confident tak¬ 
ing on larger purchases as 
their (finances) improve,” 
Joseph LaVorgna, chief 
U.S. economist at Deutsche 
Bank, said in a note to 
clients. □ 


Facebook 

co-founder 

sells 

450K shares 

NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book co-founder Dustin 
Moskovitz shed 450,000 
shares of Facebook in the 
past few days for proceeds 
of about $9 million — a tiny 
chunk of his total stake. 
Moskovitz was Mark Zucker- 
berg's Harvard roommate 
when they founded Face- 
book in 2004. He disclosed 
in a regulatory filing late 
Tuesday that he sold the 
shares on Friday, Monday 
and Tuesday in blocks of 
150,000. He sold the shares 
for $18.79 to $20.08 each 
for proceeds of nearly $9 
million. Moskovitz, 28, left 
Facebook in 2008 and 
started Asana, whose soft¬ 
ware helps manage proj¬ 
ects. He did not sell any 
stock in Facebook’s IPO. 
He still owns more than 133 
million shares. Based on the 
filing, he could sell 7 million 
more shares he converted 
from Class B to Class A. □ 

HP has $8.9B 
loss over EDS 
acquisition 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Hewlett-Packard says it 
suffered an $8.9 billion 
loss during its most recent 
quarter as the technology 
company accounted for 
an acquisition that hasn’t 
panned out the way man¬ 
agement envisioned. The 
setback isn’t a surprise. 
Hewlett-Packard Co. had 
telegraphed the news 
earlier when it disclosed 
plans to take an $8 billion 
charge to reflect the shrink¬ 
ing value of Electronic 
Data Systems, a technol¬ 
ogy consulting service that 
it bought for $13 billion in 
2008. The fiscal third-quarter 
loss announced Wednes¬ 
day translates to $4.49 per 
share. It's by far the biggest 
quarterly setback in HP’s 
73-year history. The com¬ 
pany earned $1.9 billion, or 
93 cents per share, at the 
same time last year. HP’s 
revenue sank 5 percent 
from last year to $29.7 bil¬ 
lion. That was about $500 
million below analyst pro¬ 
jections. □ 
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^ I COMICS 


Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 




HONEY, WHAT 00 ) 
> YOU THINK OF 
THIS WALLPAPER? 



you know, youR 

EyELASHES 
FLUTTER 
EVERy TIME 
you PULL 
THAT OLD 
AMNESIA 
ROUTINE/ 


Mother Goose & Grimm 

OK NO, HERE COME 
THE POOCXJE TWINS, 
I CANT LET THEM SEE 
tAE WEARING* THIS 
^ STOP1P COLLAR. 


I'LL PUT ON THIS 
QLP SWEATER AS 
A DISGUISE, 
THE^U. NEVER KNOW. 




Baby Blues 






ITGWOIU? 
BERI6HT 
ON TOP 


imiGOHB 

EEPIOUE 

KEfCHAIN. 




8 




1 


4 


3 


4 






8 


2 




5 

9 







7 


1 


4 










8 


5 


3 







6 

4 




8 


9 






2 


6 


5 


2 




7 



Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Renown 

5 Closes tightly 

10 “No^j, no 
gain" 

14 To 

unanimously 

15 Reddy or Hunt 

16 Impolite 

17 Small brook 

18 Cream of the 
crop 

19 Once again 

20 Accepts one’s 
pension 

22 Natural 
environment 

24 Bigwig, for 
short 

25 Creator 

26 Slumber 

29 Dover’s state: 
abbr. 

30 San Francisco 
baseball player 

34 Actor Rachins 

35 “Ready, 
fire!" 

36 Bug’s antenna 

37 Paper sack 

38 Tumbler 

40 Maria" 

41 Come forth 

43 Actor McKellen 

44 Prayer closing 

45 More unusual 

46 Goof up 

47 Knight’s 
weapon 

48 Is ahead of 

50 Rush 

51 Tel Aviv native 

54 Beet soup 

58 Orderly 

59 _than; 

besides 

61 “The Buckeye 
State” 

62 _ apart; undo 

63 Cures 

64 “_ eyes have 
seen the 
glory...” 

65 Singles 

66 Confuse 

67 Split hair 
frizz, often 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 


DOWN 

1 Actor Jamie _ 

2 French 
girlfriend 

3 Thick drink 

4 Animate 

5 Flock members 

6 Sushi bar items 

7 Muhammad _ 

8 Deadly 

9 Move furtively 

10 Large grassy 
expanse 

11 Mom’s sister 

12 New thought 

13 Mr. Gingrich 
21 _ Van Winkle 
23 Father children 

25 Life stories 

26 _-toothed tiger 

27 Camel’s 
smaller cousin 

28 Raring to go 

29 Hitchcock or 
Scorsese: abbr. 

31 Hertz rival 

32 At no time 

33 Prevailing style 
35 Highest spade 
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36 Electric cooler 

38 Concur 

39 Forbid entry to 
42 _ to; feels a 

kinship with 
44 Amazing 

46 Corrected text 

47 Gentleman 

49 Hawaiian hello 


50 Steed 

51 Run meet 

52 Actor Penn 

53 Gather leaves 

54 Chime 

55 Part of the face 

56 Female deer 

57 Foot digits 
60 Owned 
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Israeli clowns pioneer new medical treatments 


DANIEL ESTRIN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Doc¬ 
tors in Israel are beginning 
to believe in the power of 
clowning around. 

Over the last few years, 
Israeli clowns have been 
popping into hospital oper¬ 
ating rooms and intensive 
care units with balloons 
and kazoos in hand, team¬ 
ing up with doctors to de¬ 
velop laughter therapies 
they say help with disorders 
ranging from pain to infertil¬ 
ity. 

This is not how things are 
done in most of the world's 
hospitals. Clowns often visit 
pediatric wards to cheer 
up young patients, but in 
most places the clowning 
ends where the medicine 
begins. When it comes time 
for a child to get a shot or 
go under the knife, the 
clowns step aside. 

Israeli clowns thumb their 
shiny red noses at that ap¬ 
proach. They quote stud¬ 
ies which suggest that a 
clown’s participation in 
treatments can help pa¬ 
tients — especially kids — 
endure painful procedures 
and speed their healing. 
They say it's time for the 
medical community to 
recognize medical clowns 
as legitimate paramedical 
practitioners, like occupa¬ 
tional or physical therapists. 
Israel's hospital clown¬ 
ing guild. Dream Doctors, 
founded 10 years ago, is 
the leading advocate for 
infusing more medicine 
into the artistry. 

“It’s not just putting on a 
red nose, floppy shoes, and 
playing a ukulele,” said Dr. 
Arthur Eidelman, recently 
retired chief of pediatrics at 
the Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center in Jerusalem, and 
chair of the Dream Doc¬ 
tors' scientific committee. 
“We see medical clowns 
as an integral part of the 
health care team.” 

Over the last few decades, 
dozens of hospital clown 
guilds have formed in the 
U.S., Canada and Europe, 
drawing inspiration from 
New York's Big Apple Cir¬ 
cus, which pioneered the 
first professional hospital 
clowning program, and 
from a 1998 movie hit star¬ 
ring Robin Williams as real- 


life hospital clown Dr. Hunt¬ 
er “Patch” Adams. 

The idea behind these ini¬ 
tiatives is that clowns in sim¬ 
ple costumes — no caked- 
on makeup or squirting 


flowers — can parody the 
role of the doctor, making 
the hospital a less scary 
place for patients. 

On a recent morning at the 
Jerusalem medical center, 
one such clown cut short his 
coffee break when a nurse 
called to say a boy was be¬ 
ing wheeled into surgery to 
fix a ruptured eardrum. 

Dr. Sababa — which 
translates to Dr. Groovy — 
rushed up the stairwell and 
through the double doors 
into pre-op, greeting Aaron 
Marziano, 13. They’d met 
earlier that morning in the 
pediatric ward, where he’d 
performed imaginary sur¬ 
gery on the boy’s ear with 
a long kazoo. 

“What's your favorite 
dream?" the clown asked 
Marziano among a group 


of nurses, prepping him 
with guided imagery be¬ 
fore sedation. He quickly 
stretched nets around his 
floppy green shoes, threw 
on blue scrubs, and helped 


(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 

wheel Marziano into the 
operating room. The clown, 
not the anesthesiologist, 
placed the anesthesia 
mask over the boy’s face. 
“Eight years ago, going 
in the operating room 
was science fiction,” said 
Dr. Sababa, who answers 
to his real name, Avi Co¬ 
hen, when he’s out of his 
polka-dot necktie and 
grapefruit vest. 

Today, he estimated, a 
clown is present at about 
one out of five of the hospi¬ 
tal’s full anesthesia surger¬ 
ies for children. A study led 
by doctors there found that 
a clown’s presence in pre¬ 
op reduces the amount of 
anesthesia administered 
and speeds up a patient's 
recovery time. 

It's one of a half a dozen 


studies the clowns and their 
physician advocates have 
conducted in recent years, 
a campaign to prove to 
the medical community 
that their therapies are 
working. 

One Israeli study, published 
last year in a leading repro¬ 
ductive science journal. 
Fertility and Sterility, sug¬ 
gested that a woman's 
chances of getting preg¬ 
nant after in-vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion rose from 20.2 percent 
to 36.4 percent if a clown 
was brought in to entertain 
and relax her immediately 
after the obstetrician im¬ 
planted a fertilized egg. 

Of the 219 women who par¬ 
ticipated in the yearlong 
study, about half received 
a surprise visit by a clown 
dressed as a bumbling 
chef. Dr. Shevach Friedler 
of Assaf Harofeh Medical 
Center said his study indi¬ 
cated that the laughter 
therapy might reduce stress 
or strengthen the immune 
system in the womb to in¬ 
crease the success rate of 
the treatment. □ 
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Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club Superior Rm, 
sleeps 4, starts on aug. 25 to 
September 1, $395 rent 
$3400 buy. 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

196666 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent Divi Aruba 
Phoenix 1 br wks 36 9/8 to 9/15 
$700 king bed, queen sofa buy 
$3600 or floating wk any Divi 
property 3/17 to 12/22 $3500 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
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MASSAGE: 

Do you want relax your body? 
we offers: Sports, deep tissue, 
shiatsu, swedhys, the best. 
Professional massagista. 

Call 740-9289 

196488 


NAILS 

Full set gel nails $25 
Refills $20 

Pedicure $20 

nail courses in gel nails 
manicure + pedicure 
Call: 567-1166 
Open mon-sat 9 am -9 pm 

196683 
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Penny Hanuka, or Dr. Fifi, a Dream Doctors medical clown, 
pretends to snap a picture with a toy camera while entertaining 
a patient at the Meir Hospital in Kfar Saba, central Israel. Most 
hospital clowns around the world step aside when a child gets a 
shot or goes under the surgical knife, but Israeli clowns are in the 
operating room and intensive care unit, teaming up with doctors 
to develop laughter therapies. 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


23 August 

Dr. Anthony 


c Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 
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Botica Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Servicio Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES** 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 29 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Curiosity rover takes first short spin around Mars 



This image dated Wednesday Aug. 22, 2012 and provided by 
NASA shows the Curiosity rover’s wheel tracks on the surface of 
Mars an image sent from one of the rover’s cameras. The image 
was posted on a Tweet by JPL mission engineer Allen Chen. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
PASADENA, California (AP) 

— Curiosity took its first test 
drive around the gravel- 
strewn Martian terrain 
Wednesday, preparation 
for the ultimate road trip to 
find out if the red planet’s 
environment could have 
supported life. 

The six-wheel NASA rover 
did not stray far from the 
spot where it landed more 
than two weeks ago. It 
rolled forward about 15 
feet, rotated to a right an¬ 
gle and reversed a short 
distance, leaving track 
marks on the ancient soil. 
Mission managers were ec¬ 
static that the maiden voy¬ 
age of the $2.5 billion mis¬ 
sion was glitch-free. 

“It couldn't be more im¬ 
portant,” said project man¬ 
ager Peter Theisinger at the 
NASA Jet Propulsion Labo¬ 
ratory. “We built a rover. 
So unless the rover roves, 
we really haven't accom¬ 
plished anything ... It's a big 
moment.” 

The short spin came a day 
after Curiosity successfully 


wiggled its wheels to test its 
steering capabilities. 
Curiosity landed in Gale 
Crater near the Martian 
equator Aug. 5 to explore 
whether the environment 
once supported microbial 
life. The touchdown site 


has been named Bradbury 
Landing in honor of the late 
“The Martian Chronicles” 
author Ray Bradbury, who 
would have turned 92 on 
Wednesday. 

The rover's ultimate des¬ 
tination is Mount Sharp, a 
towering mountain that 
looms from the ancient cra¬ 
ter floor. Signs of past water 
have been spotted at the 
base, which provides a 
starting point to hunt for the 
chemical building blocks of 


life. 

Before Curiosity treks to¬ 
ward the mountain, it will 
take a detour to an intrigu¬ 
ing spot 1,300 (400 meters) 
feet away where it will drill 
into bedrock. With the test 
drive out of the way. Curi¬ 
osity was expected to stay 
at its new position for sev¬ 
eral days before making its 
first big drive — a trip that 
will take as long as a month 
and a half. 

Curiosity won’t head to 
Mount Sharp until the end 
of the year. 

Rover driver Matt Hever- 
ly said the first drive took 
about 16 minutes with most 
of the time used to take 
pictures. Heverly said the 
wheels did not sink much 
into the ground, which ap¬ 
peared firm. 

“We should have smooth 
sailing ahead of us,” he 
said. 

After an action-packed 
landing that delicately 
lowered it to the surface 
with nylon cables. Curiosity 
has entered a slow streak. 
Since the car-size rover 
is the most sophisticated 
spacecraft sent to Mars, 
engineers have taken their 
time to make sure the rover 
is in tiptop shape and that 
its high-tech tools work be¬ 
fore it delves into its mission. 
Curiosity joins the rover Op¬ 


portunity, which has been 
exploring craters in Mars’ 
southern hemisphere since 
2004. Opportunity’s twin. 
Spirit, fell silent in 2010 af¬ 
ter getting stuck in a sand 
trap. 

Earlier this week. Curiosity 
exercised its robotic arm 
for the first time, flexing its 
joints and motors before 
engineers stowed it again. 
Weeks of additional tests 
were planned before it can 
drill and scoop up Martian 
soil. 

The nuclear-powered rover 
has been tracking levels of 
dangerous radiation on the 
Martian surface in an effort 
to guide future astronaut 
landings. It also powered 
up its weather station, tak¬ 
ing hourly readings of air 
and ground temperatures, 
pressure and wind condi¬ 
tions. 

Over the weekend, it fired 
its laser at a humble rock 
to study what it's made of. 
Unsurprisingly, the zapped 
rock was typical of other 
Martian rocks, made of ba¬ 
salt. 

During the checkups, sci¬ 
entists discovered a dam¬ 
aged wind sensor, possi¬ 
bly after it was hit by rocks 
that landed on the rover’s 
instrument deck during 
landing. Deputy project 
scientist Ashwin Vasavada 
said the broken sensor will 
not jeopardize the mission 
since there’s a spare. 

Since nailing the daredevil 
landing, the rover team has 
been acknowledged by 
President Barack Obama. 
Gov. Jerry Brown, who 
declared Wednesday as 
“Space Day” visited the 
lab and donned 3-D glass¬ 
es to view an animation 
of Curiosity's first drive on 
a big screen in the control 
roomO 
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In this March 9, 2012 file image, the boy band Big Time Rush, 
from left, James Maslow, Carlos Pena Jr., Kendall Schmidt and 
Logan Henderson, pose for a portrait in their dressing room at 
Radio City Music Hall in New York. 

Associated Press 

Time Rush supports 
first lady’s fit campaign 


STACY A. ANDERSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Big 

Time Rush says they want 
to do more than play mu¬ 
sic in support of Michelle 
Obama's healthy living 
campaign — they want to 
be her “fit representatives 
of America.” 

Band member Logan 
Henderson says the band 


wants to get kids involved 
in being healthy and exer¬ 
cising because “it's a huge 
part of our lifestyle.” 

The group performed a few 
songs including their new 
single “Windows Down” for 
winners of Mrs. Obama's 
healthy lunch recipe con¬ 
test at the Kids' State Dinner 
luncheon held at the White 
House on Monday. □ 


Alicia Silverstone 
in ‘The Performers’ 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alicia Sil¬ 
verstone is coming back to 
Broadway — in a romantic 
comedy set in the porn in¬ 
dustry. 

Producers of David West 
Read’s comedy “The Per¬ 
formers” said Wednesday 
the actress will join Henry 
Winkler and “30 Rock" star 
Cheyenne Jackson in the 
play, which begin previews 
Oct. 23 at the Longacre 
Theatre. 

It’s about two high school 
friends who reconnect at 
the Adult Film Awards in Las 
Vegas. Silverstone will play 
the girlfriend of one of the 
friends. 

The rest of the cast includes 
Daniel Breaker, Ari Graynor 
and Jenni Barber. Evan 
Cabnet, director of Read's 
“The Dream of the Burning 
Boy,” will direct. 

Silverstone made her 
Broadway debut in 2002 
in “The Graduate” and 



This Sept. 13, 2011 file photo 
shows actress Alicia Silver¬ 
stone attending the Instyle 
and Hollywood Foreign Press 
party at the Windsor Arms Ho¬ 
tel during the Toronto Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival in Toronto. 

Associated Press. 

was last on Broadway in 
2010 opposite Laura Lin- 
ney in “Time Stands Still.”□ 
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From Dallas to London for JR 


U.S actors Patrick Duffy, Linda Gray and Larry Hagman arrive 
for the Dallas launch party at a central London venue, Tuesday, 
Aug. 21, 2012. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Cowboys, 
stetsons, bucking broncos 
and J.R. masks — it could 
only be the arrival of “Dal¬ 
las" in London. 

Stars Larry Hagman, Linda 
Gray and Patrick Duffy 
were at a Southfork Ranch 
outpost by the River Thames 
on Tuesday night to launch 
the rebooted soap with a 
big Texan party. 

The younger 

generation of actors — Jes¬ 
se Metcalfe, Josh Hender¬ 
son, Jordana Brewster and 
Julie Gonzalo — also was 
there. 

After success in the U.S., the 
first season of the new “Dal¬ 
las” TV series will be shown 
in the U.K. beginning Sept. 
5 on Channel 5. 

Duffy, who plays Bobby Ew¬ 
ing, says it was British au¬ 
diences who helped the 


show become a hit the first 
time around, when they 
adopted the night-time 
soap and made it popular 


around the world. 

He's hoping they’ll do the 
same with the re-launched 
version. □ 


Sean Penn’s charity to 
demolish Haiti’s Palace 



This photo taken from Fort National, a neighborhood of Port-au- 
Prince, shows the National Palace the damaged 2010 earth¬ 
quake in Haiti, Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012. The nonprofit aid group 
founded by Hollywood star Sean Penn in the aftermath of Haiti’s 
deadly 2010 earthquake will oversee demolition of the wrecked 
National Palace, the Haitian government said Tuesday. 

Associated Press 


TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— The nonprofit aid group 
founded by Hollywood 
star Sean Penn in the after- 
math of Haiti’s deadly 2010 
earthquake will oversee 
demolition of the wrecked 
National Palace, the Hai¬ 
tian government said Tues¬ 
day. 

Government spokesman 
Lucien Jura told The As¬ 


sociated Press that Penn's 
J/P HRO group will begin 
the demolition in the next 
10 days. The group is not 
charging for the work, 
which is expected to take 
about two months, Jura 
said in an email. 

“Amb. Penn mentioned 
that his organization (J/P 
HRO) could provide the 
engineers and equipment 
to do the demolition at no 
cost to the government,” 


Jura wrote in an email, re¬ 
ferring to the position that 
Penn holds as ambassador- 
at-large for Haiti. 

The earthquake toppled 
hundreds of buildings in the 
capital of Port-au-Prince 
and in other cities to the 
south. The National Palace 
was among them, its white 
dome and the rest of the 
structure slowly falling into 
itself. 

The collapse forced gov¬ 
ernment officials to work 
from a tiny police station 
near the international air¬ 
port after the earthquake, 
coordinating the arrival of 
aid. Authorities now con¬ 
duct day-to-day opera¬ 
tions from a cluster of pre¬ 
fabricated buildings on the 
grounds of the National 
Palace. 

The crumbled National Pal¬ 
ace has come to symbol¬ 
ize the level of devastation 
caused by the quake as 
well as government inertia. 
But Penn’s group hopes 
the demolition will mark 
a turning point for Haiti as 
it works with the govern¬ 
ment and a department 
in charge of preserving 
historical monuments. □ 
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This May 16, 2012 file photo shows “NCIS: Los Angeles” cast 
member LL COOL J at the CBS network upfront presentation at 
The Tent at Lincoln Center in New York. 

Associated Press 

Rapper LL Cool J gets 
intruder at L.A. home 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — LL Cool J plays a special agent on 
TV's “NCIS: Los Angeles,” and now he’s caught an actual 
bad guy. The 44-year-old rapper struggled with and 
subdued a suspected burglar early Wednesday at his 
home in California, police said. He was not hurt. 

Police got an emergency call shortly before 1 a.m. from 
someone who said her father had spotted an intruder in 
their home and was holding him downstairs. 

“There was a prowler at his residence whom he confronted 
in the kitchen.... There was a physical confrontation briefly 
between the two of them,” Los Angeles Police Department 
spokesman Richard French said. 

A 58-year-old man was taken to the hospital and was 
expected to be arrested on suspicion of burglary. His 
identity wasn’t released, but there was no indication that 
he knew the rapper or had a personal vendetta, French 
said. “He appeared to be a homeless person,” French 
said. Early police information said the man received minor 
bruises. However, the Los Angeles Times cited police 
sources it did not identify as saying the suspect received 
a broken nose and jaw in a “knock-down, drag-out" fight. 
French said he had no details about the man's injuries or 
how he may have gotten into the home, a walled and 
gated mansion. Q 


Avril Lavigne to marry 
Nickelback frontman 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Avril Lavigne and Nickelback front¬ 
man Chad Kroeger aren't just making music together. 
They're getting hitched. 

A spokeswoman for Lavigne confirmed a Tuesday report 
from People magazine that the 27-year-old pop singer 
and 37-year-old rocker became engaged earlier this 
month after dating for six months. 

The magazine says Lavigne was introduced to Kroeger in 
February when they met to co-write a song for Lavigne’s 
upcoming album. 

It will be the first marriage for Kroeger and the second for 
Lavigne. She filed for divorce in 2009 from Sum 41 front¬ 
man Deryck Whibley after three years of marriage. 
Lavigne surged to fame with her 2002 album “Let’s Go.” 
Kroeger has served as lead vocalist and guitarist for Nick¬ 
elback since the band formed in 1995. □ 


Book on bin Laden raid 
coming out Sept. 11 


HILLEL ITALIE 
LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
member of the U.S. Navy 
SEAL team that killed Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden has written 
a firsthand account of the 
operation, triggering more 
questions about the pos¬ 
sible public release of clas¬ 
sified information involving 
the historic assault of the 
terror leader’s compound 
in Pakistan. 

U.S. military officials say 
they do not believe the 
book has been read or 
cleared by the Defense 
Department, which re¬ 
views publications by mili¬ 
tary members to make 
sure that no classified ma¬ 
terial is revealed. 

The book, titled “No Easy 
Day” and scheduled to be 
released Sept. 11, comes 
amid a heated debate 
over whether members of 
the military — both active 
duty and retired — should 
engage in political battles. 
“I haven’t read the book 
and am unaware that 
anyone in the Department 
has reviewed it,” said 
Pentagon press secretary 
George Little. White House 
and CIA officials also said 
the book had not been re¬ 
viewed by their agencies. 
The book announcement 
comes just as a group of 
retired special operations 
and CIA officers have 
launched a campaign 



In this Nov. 24, 2011 file pho¬ 
to, Nickelback lead vocalist 
Chad Kroeger and his band 
perform during halftime at an 
NFL football game between 
the Detroit Lions and the 
Green Bay Packers in Detroit. 
Associated Press 


accusing President Barack 
Obama of revealing clas¬ 
sified details of the mission 
and turning the killing of 
bin Laden into a campaign 
centerpiece. The group 
complains that Obama has 
taken too much credit for 
the operation. 

Their public complaints 
drew a rebuke from Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
as well as other special op¬ 
erations forces, who called 
the partisan criticism un¬ 
professional. 

Dempsey said that such 
public political involvement 
by members of armed ser¬ 
vices erodes public confi¬ 
dence and trust in the mili¬ 
tary. 

The author of the upcoming 
bin Laden book, who has 
left the military, is using the 
pseudonym Mark Owen. 
And in a news release from 
publisher Dutton, Owen 
describes the book as an 
effort to “set the record 
straight about one of the 
most important missions 
in U.S. military history.” He 
said the book is about “the 
guys” and the sacrifices 
that the special operations 
forces make to do the job 
and is written in the hope 
that it will inspire young 
men to become SEALs. If 
the book sticks to his per¬ 
sonal thoughts about the 
job and the mission, Owen 
may be in the clear. But of¬ 
ten special operations forc¬ 
es must sign nondisclosure 
agreements. And they are 
not allowed to release clas¬ 
sified information, such as 
intelligence data or military 
tactics and procedures 
used to ensure success of 
the May 2011 raid. 

Christine Ball, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Penguin im¬ 
print Dutton, said the work 
was vetted by a former 
special operations attorney 
provided by the author. 

“He vetted it for tactical, 
technical and procedural 
information as well as in¬ 
formation that could be 
considered classified by 
compilation and found it to 
be without risk to national 
security,” Ball said. 
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This book cover image 
released by Dutton shows 
“No Easy Day: The Firsthand 
Account of the Mission that 
Killed Osama Bin Laden,” 
by Mark Owen with Kevin 
Maurer. A first-hand account 
of the Navy SEAL mission that 
killed Osama bin Laden is 
coming out Sept. 11. 
Associated Press 

Defense Department 
spokesman Lt. Col. James 
Gregory said that if the 
book reveals classified in¬ 
formation about the raid, 
the Pentagon would “de¬ 
fer to the Department of 
Justice." 

According to Pentagon 
regulations, retired person¬ 
nel, former employees and 
non-active duty members 
of the Reserves “shall use 
the DoD security review 
process to ensure that infor¬ 
mation they submit for pub¬ 
lic release does not com¬ 
promise national security.” 
The CIA also could weigh 
in because the agency ran 
the secret bin Laden mis¬ 
sion. 

If there is classified informa¬ 
tion in the book, the former 
SEAL could face criminal 
charges. And even if he 
donates the money to 
charity, for instance, that is 
unlikely to prevent the Jus¬ 
tice Department from suing 
to collect any future book 
proceeds. 

Earlier this year, a federal 
judge ruled a CIA whistle¬ 
blower had to forfeit future 
money he earned from a 
scathing book he wrote 
about the spy agency after 
he failed to get approval 
from his former employer 
before publication. □ 

























From The New York Times R , August 23, 2012 


Guide For The Perplexed 



We Need A ‘Conservative’ Party 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Let’s say you’re generally a 
moderate voter. You look at the 
Romney-Ryan ticket and see 
that they are much more con¬ 
servative than you. They don’t 
believe in tax increases ever. 
You think tax increases have to 
be a part of a budget deal. They 
want to slash social spending to 
the bone. You think that would 
be harsh on the vulnerable and 
bad for social cohesion. 

You look at the Obama-Biden 
ticket. You like them personally. 
But you’re not sure what they 
want to achieve over the next 
four years. The country needs 
big changes, and they don’t 
seem to be offering many. 
Where’s the leadership? 

In this disaffected frame of 
mind, you ask yourself: What re¬ 
ally matters in this election? Well, 
the big issue is national decline. 
How can we ensure that the U.S. 
is as dynamic in the 21st century 
as it was in the 20th? 

The biggest threat to national 
dynamism is spending money 
on the wrong things. If you go 
back and look at the federal 
budgets during the mid-20th 
century, you see that they spent 
money on the future - on pro¬ 
grams like NASA, infrastructure 
projects, child welfare, research 
and technology. Today, we 
spend most of our money on fhe 
present - on tax loopholes and 
health care for people over 65. 
A study by Jessica Perez and 
others at the group Third Way 
lays out the basic facts. In 1962, 
14 cents of every federal dollar 
nof going to interest payments 
were spent on entitlement pro¬ 
grams. Today, 47 percent of 
every dollar is spent on entitle¬ 
ments. By 2030, 61 cents of ev¬ 
ery noninterest dollar will be 
spent on entitlements. 
Entitlement spending is crowd¬ 
ing out spending on investments 
in our children and on infrastruc¬ 
ture. This spending is threaten¬ 
ing national bankruptcy. It’s 
increasing so quickly that there 
is no tax increase imaginable 
that could conceivably cover it. 
And, these days, the real entitle¬ 
ment problem is Medicare. 

So when you think about the 
election this way, the crucial 
question is: Which candidate 
can slow the explosion of en¬ 
titlement spending so we can 
devote more resources toward 
our future? 

Looking at the candidates 
through this prism, you see that 
President Barack Obama de¬ 
serves some credit for faking on 


entitlement spending. He had 
the courage to chop roughly 
$700 billion out of Medicare re¬ 
imbursements. He had the cour¬ 
age to put some Medicare eligi¬ 
bility reforms on the table in his 
negotiations with Republicans. 
He created that (highly circum¬ 
scribed) board of technocrats 
who might wring some efficien¬ 
cies out of fhe system. 

Still, you wouldn’t call Obama 
a passionate reformer. He’s 
trimmed on the edges of entitle¬ 
ments. He’s not done anything 
that might fundamentally alter 
their ruinous course. 

When you look at Mitt Romney 
through this prism, you see sur¬ 
prising passion. By picking Paul 
Ryan as his running mate, Rom¬ 
ney has put Medicare at the 
center of fhe national debate. 
Possibly for fhe first time, he has 
done something politically peril¬ 
ous. He has made it clear that 
restructuring Medicare will be a 
high priority. 

This is impressive. If you believe 
entitlement reform is essential 
for national solvency, then Rom¬ 
ney-Ryan is the only train leav¬ 
ing the station. 

Moreover, when you look at 
the Medicare reform package 
Romney and Ryan have pro¬ 
posed, you find yourself a little 
surprised. You think of them of 
as free-market purists, but this 
proposal features heavy gov¬ 
ernment activism, flexibility and 
rampant pragmatism. 

The federal government would 
define a package of mandato¬ 
ry health benefits. Private insur¬ 
ers and an agency akin to the 
current public Medicare system 
would submit bids to provide 
coverage for fhose benefits. The 
government would give senior 
citizens a payment equal to the 
second lowest bid in each re¬ 
gion to buy insurance. 

This system would provide a ba¬ 
sic health safety net. It would 
also unleash a process of dis¬ 
covery. If the current Medicare 
structure proves most efficient, 
then it would dominate the 
market. If private insurers proved 
more efficient, they would dom¬ 
inate. Either way, we would find 
the best way to control Medi¬ 
care costs. Either way, the bur¬ 
den for paying for basic health 
care would fall on the govern¬ 
ment, not on older Americans. 
(Much of the Democratic criti¬ 
cism on this point is based on an 
earlier, obsolete version of the 
proposal.) 

You’re still deeply uncomfort¬ 
able with many other Romney- 
Ryan proposals. But first things 
first. The priority in this election 
is to get a leader who can get 
Medicare costs under control. 
Then we can argue about ev¬ 
erything else. Right now, Rom¬ 
ney’s more likely to do this. 

All of which causes you to look 
over to the Democrats and 
wonder: Why don’t they have 
an alternative? Silently, a voice 
in your head is pleading with 
them: Put up or shut up. 

If Democrats can’t come up 
with an alternative on this most 
crucial issue, how can they 
promise to lead a dynamic 
growing nation?Q 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

There has been lots of talk that 
Paul Ryan’s nomination ensures 
that we’ll now have a “real” 
debate about the role of gov¬ 
ernment. That’s actually funny. 
The bar for this campaign is so 
low that we celebrate the fact 
that it might include a serious 
debate about one of the four 
great issues of the day, though 
even that is not clear yet. And 
even if Ryan’s entry does spark 
a meaningful debate about 
one of the great issues facing 
America - the nexus of debt, 
taxes and entitlements - there is 
little sign that we’ll seriously de¬ 
bate our other three major chal¬ 
lenges: how to generate growth 
and upgrade the skills of every 
American in an age when the 
merger of globalization and the 
information technology revolu¬ 
tion means every good job re¬ 
quires more education; how to 
meet our energy and climate 
challenges; and how to cre¬ 
ate an immigration policy that 
will treat those who are here il¬ 
legally humanely, while open¬ 
ing America to the world’s most 
talented immigrants, whom we 
need to remain the world’s most 
innovative economy. 

But what’s even more troubling 
is that we need more than de¬ 
bates. That’s all we’ve been 
having. We need deals on all 
four issues as soon as fhis elec¬ 
tion is over, and I just don’t see 
that happening unless “conser¬ 
vatives” retake the Republican 
Party from the “radicals” - that 
is, the Tea Party base. America 
today desperately needs a se¬ 
rious, thoughtful, credible 21st- 
century “conservative” opposi¬ 


tion to President Barack Obama, 
and we don’t have that, even 
though the voices are out there. 
Imagine if the GOP’s position on 
debt was set by Sen. Tom Co¬ 
burn, the Oklahoma Republican 
who has challenged the no-tax 
lunacy of Grover Norquist and 
served on fhe Simpson-Bowles 
commission and voted for its fi¬ 
nal plan (unlike Ryan). That plan 
included both increased tax 
revenues and spending cuts as 
the only way to fix our long-term 
fiscal imbalances. Give me a 
Republican Party that says we 
have to put real tax revenues 
and spending cuts on the ta¬ 
ble to solve this problem, and 
you’ll get a deal with Obama, 
who has already offered both, 
although not at the scale we 
need. True conservatives know 
that both Ronald Reagan and 
George H.W. Bush used both tax 
revenue and spending cuts to fix 
budget shortfalls. Ryan-led GOP 
radicals say “no new taxes,” find 
all the savings through spending 
cuts. That’s never going to hap¬ 
pen - and shouldn’t. 

Imagine if the GOP’s position on 
immigration followed the lead of 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and 
Rupert Murdoch, chief execu¬ 
tive of the News Corp. Bloom¬ 
berg and Murdoch recently 
took to the road to make the 
economic case for immigration 
reform. “I think we are in a crisis 
in this country,” The Times quot¬ 
ed the Australian-born Murdoch, 
who’s now a naturalized Ameri¬ 
can, as saying last week. “Right 
now, if we get qualified people 
in, there shouldn’t be any non¬ 
sense about it.” Regarding the 
“so-called illegal Mexicans,” 
Murdoch added, “give them a 
path to citizenship. They pay tax¬ 
es; they are hard-working peo¬ 
ple. Why Mitt Romney doesn’t 
do it, I have no idea, because 
they are natural Republicans.” 
Imagine if the GOP position on 
energy and climate was set 
by Bob Inglis, a former South 
Carolina Republican congress¬ 
man (who was defeated by 
the Tea Party in 2010). He now 
runs George Mason University’s 
Energy and Enterprise Initiative, 
which is based on the notion 


that climate change is real and 
that the best way to deal with it 
and our broader energy chal¬ 
lenge is with conservative “mar¬ 
ket-based solutions” that say 
to the fossil fuel and wind, solar 
and nuclear industries: “Be ac¬ 
countable for all of your costs,” 
including the carbon and pollu¬ 
tion you put in the air, and then 
we’ll “let the markets work” and 
see who wins. 

Imagine if GOP education pol¬ 
icy was set by former Gov. Jeb 
Bush of Florida, without having 
to cater to radicals, who call 
for eliminafing the Department 
of Education and view com¬ 
mon core standards as some 
kind of communist conspiracy. 
Bush has argued that a conser¬ 
vative approach to education 
for 21sf-cenfury jobs would em¬ 
brace more effective teacher 
evaluation and common core 
standards, but add a bigger el¬ 
ement of choice in the form of 
charter schools and vouchers, 
the removal of union rules that 
limit new technology- and com¬ 
bine it all with greater autonomy 
and accountability for individual 
principals. When parents can 
choose and school leaders can 
innovate, good things happen. 
We are not going to make any 
progress on our biggest prob¬ 
lems without a compromise be¬ 
tween the center-right and cen¬ 
ter-left. But, for thaf, we need 
fhe center-right conservatives, 
not the radicals, to be running 
the GOP, as well as the center- 
left in the Democratic Party. 
Over the course of his presi¬ 
dency, Obama has proposed 
center-leff solutions to all four of 
fhese challenges. I wish he had 
pushed some in a bigger, con¬ 
sistent, more daring and more 
forceful manner - and made 
fhem the centerpiece of his 
campaign. Nevertheless, if the 
GOP were in a different place, 
either a second-term Obama or 
a first-term Romney would have 
a real chance at making prog¬ 
ress on all four. As things stand 
now, though, there is little hope 
this campaign will give the win¬ 
ner any basis for governing. Too 
bad - a presidential campaign is 
a terrible thing to waste. Q 
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Curtail the Curry: Spice it up! 



Chicken covered in toasted spices is served with a tomato and 
cucumber relish, in New York, Aug. 12, 2012. There’s no better 
way to liven up grilled food than to cook with Indian spices. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 
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It’s the time of year when the 
thrill of grilling starts to wane. 
Perfectly charred steak en¬ 
hanced with only salt and 
pepper, which seemed like 
nirvana in early June, doesn’t 
necessarily excite in late Au¬ 
gust. 

But there’s a remedy: Turn to 
the cooking of India for a little 
late-season inspiration. 

Of course, it’s about as accu¬ 
rate to speak of “Indian cook¬ 
ing” as it is to talk about “Eu¬ 
ropean cuisine.” The cooking 
of Gujarat, for example, is as 
different from that of Kerala as 
French is from Spanish. Even so, 
there’s one factor that’s pretty 
much universal among the di¬ 
verse cuisines of the subconti¬ 
nent: a remarkable dexterity 
with spices. 

Indian cooks don’t just add 
spices to food; they consider 
how each spice will be used 
and what characteristic of it 
should be emphasized. Then 
they treat the spices in ways 
that will bring out these traits. 

It would take more lifetimes 
than we have between us to 


master the intricacies of Indian 
spice cookery, but that’s no 
reason not to begin. Even the 
rudiments will create food with 
vibrant flavors. And, since the 
distinctive charred, smoky fla¬ 
vor of food cooked over open 
fire can easily hold its own with 
spices, there’s no better way 
to quickly liven up your grilled 
food. 

The first principle of Indian 
spice cookery (and of spices 
in general) is that spices are 
best when bought whole and 
ground fresh. As soon as spices 
are ground, the volatile aro¬ 
matic oils that give them their 
distinctive aromas and flavors 
begin to evaporate. So pre¬ 
ground spices are less potent 


and have a much shorter shelf 
life than whole spices. 

Think, for example, of the dif¬ 
ference between the intense 
bite of freshly ground black 
pepper and the dull echo of 
the flavor of preground. This 
is true of all spices. The differ¬ 
ence is astounding; for some¬ 
one tasting for the first time a 
dish made with freshly ground 
spices, the flavor can be reve¬ 
latory. This makes it well worth 
investing in a spice grinder, or 
a coffee grinder that you de¬ 
vote only to spices. 

But Indian cooks take it to 
the next level by varying the 
grind. Some spices are ground 
fine, so that their flavors blend 
more seamlessly; others are left 
rather coarse, so that they add 
texture and create little explo¬ 
sions of flavor when crunched 
between the teeth. 

When we make a rub for 
shrimp, for example, we want 
the flavors of the spices to 
even out and blend with the 
mild flavor of the seafood. So 
we grind the spices fine. When 
we combine spices with beef, 
we like to get a good crust on 
the outside to contrast with the 
tender interior meat. This heavy 


char works perfectly with bursts 
of intense flavor, so we’re more 
likely to use cracked rather 
than fine-ground spices. 
However they are ground, 
most spices also meet heat be¬ 
fore being added to a dish, a 
process that both brings up the 
aromatics and mellows and 
rounds the flavors. Sometimes 
spices are toasted dry. This pro¬ 
cess, which gives them slightly 
more earthy and smoky fla¬ 
vors, is very straightforward: Put 
the spices in a dry saute pan 
over medium-low heat and 
toast, shaking the pan to cre¬ 
ate even browning, until they 
start to darken just a bit and 
you can smell their character¬ 
istic aromas, usually about two 


minutes. 

Another approach is to 
“bloom” spices by sauteing 
them in oil. Like roasting, this 
technique simultaneously in¬ 
tensifies and mellows flavors. 
But because volatile spices are 
soluble in oil, this approach has 
the advantage of dispersing 
flavor into the oil itself, which 
helps distribute it evenly. Just 
add the whole spices to the 
oil and cook, stirring, until little 
oil bubbles form around their 
edges and you can smell the 
aromas. This approach works 
particularly well with cinna¬ 
mon sticks, cumin seeds, mus¬ 
tard seeds and whole chiles. 
We have to admit that there 
are also occasions when we 
cheat and start with preground 
spice mixtures. This makes most 
sense to us when it’s hard to 
get your hands on the whole 
spice, as with turmeric, or 
when you turn to spice com¬ 
binations like chile powder or 
curry powder, which are short¬ 
cuts to complex flavors. Some¬ 
what paradoxically, in these 
instances toasting the spices 
is even more important, be¬ 
cause it helps bring back some 
of the flavors that have been 
dulled by pregrinding. 

You may have to replenish or 
upgrade your spice collection 
to follow the lead of India’s 
cooks. But the reward in fla¬ 
vor excitement is worth it, and 
summer’s end just might find 
you doing your best grilling of 
the year. 

CRUSTY GRILLED SKIRT STEAK 

Time: 25 minutes 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 tablespoon minced fresh gin¬ 
ger 

1 tablespoon minced garlic 
1 tablespoon cracked corian¬ 
der seed 

1 tablespoon cracked cumin 
seed 

1 tablespoon mustard seeds 
1 tablespoon chile powder 

1 teaspoon crushed cinnamon 
stick 

Kosher salt to taste 

2 pounds skirt steak, cut into 4 
8-ounce portions 

Smoky eggplant chutney (see 
recipe). 

1. Build a fire in your grill; when 
the coals are covered with 
gray ash and the temperature 
is medium-hot (you can hold 
your hand 5 inches above the 
coals for 3 to 4 seconds) you 
are ready to cook. (For a gas 
grill, turn all burners to high, 
lower cover and heat for 15 
minutes, then turn burners to 
medium-high.) 

2. Meanwhile, heat the oil in a 
medium saute pan over medi¬ 
um heat until hot but not smok¬ 
ing. Add the ginger and garlic 


and saute, stirring occasion¬ 
ally, for 1 minute. Add the co¬ 
riander, cumin, mustard, chile 
powder and cinnamon and 
cook, stirring, until the spices 
just begin to darken and you 
can smell their aromas strong¬ 
ly, about 2 minutes. Remove 
from heat. 

3. When the spice mixture has 
cooled slightly, sprinkle the 
steak generously with salt, then 
rub all over with the mixture, 
pressing gently so it adheres. 

4. Put the steak on the grill di¬ 
rectly over the heat and cook 
for 4 to 5 minutes a side for me¬ 
dium-rare. Remove from heat, 
slice thinly against the grain 
and serve, accompanied by 
smoky eggplant chutney if de¬ 
sired. 

Yield: 4 servings. 

SPICE-RUBBED GRILLED CHICK¬ 
EN THIGHS WITH TOMATO- 
CUCUMBER RELISH 

Time: About 45 minutes 
1 teaspoon cracked cumin 
seeds 

1 teaspoon cracked coriander 
seeds 

1 teaspoon cracked mustard 
seeds 

1 medium tomato, diced small 
1 cucumber, peeled and 
seeded if desired, diced small 
1 teaspoon minced fresh chile 
pepper of your choice 
1 /2 cup fresh lemon juice 
1 tablespoon sugar 
Kosher salt and pepper to taste 
1 teaspoon ground turmeric 
1 tablespoon ground ginger 
1 tablespoon chile powder 
1 tablespoons curry powder 
8 bone-in chicken thighs, 
about 8 ounces each. 

1. Build a fire in your grill; when 


the coals are all covered with 
gray ash and the temperature 
is medium-hot (you can hold 
your hand 5 inches above the 
coals for 3 to 4 seconds), you 
are ready to cook. (For a gas 
grill, turn all burners to high, 
lower cover and heat for 15 
minutes, then turn burners to 
medium-high.) 

2. While fire heats, make the 
relish: In a small saute pan, 
toast the cumin seeds, corian¬ 
der seeds and mustard seeds 
over medium heat, shaking fre¬ 
quently to avoid burning, until 
they begin to darken slightly 
and you can smell them. Re¬ 
move from heat, allow to cool 
slightly, then combine in a me¬ 
dium bowl with the tomato, 
cucumber, chile pepper, lem¬ 
on juice, sugar and salt and 
pepper to taste. Toss gently to 
combine and set aside. 

3. In the same small saute pan, 
toast the turmeric, ginger, chile 
powder and curry powder 
over medium heat, shaking 
frequently to avoid burning, 
until mixture begins to darken 
slightly and you can smell it. 
Remove from heat, and allow 
to cool slightly. 

4. Sprinkle chicken generously 
with salt and pepper, then rub 
toasted spices all over it, press¬ 
ing gently so they adhere. 

5. Put the thighs on the grill 
directly over the coals, skin 
down, and cook until skin is 
crisp, about 8 minutes. Flip and 
cook until there is no pink near 
the bone, 6 to 8 minutes. To 
check for doneness, cut into 
one thigh and peek. Remove 
from heat and serve with the 
relish. 

Yield: 4 servings.Q 



A variety of ginger, garlic, chile powder, coriander, cumin and 
mustard seeds for skirt steak, in New York, Aug. 12, 2012. There’s 
no better way to liven up grilled food than to cook with Indian 
spices. 

(Andrew Scrivani/The New York Times) 


























